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1 Introduction

1.1 Background and Proposals

1.11 This Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Assessment Report has been prepared on behalf of The
Droves Solar Farm Limited (‘the Applicant’) in relation to the Development Consent Order
(DCO) Application for the construction, operation, maintenance, and decommissioning of
The Droves Solar Farm (hereafter referred to as the ‘Scheme).

1.1.2 The extent of the Order limits are shown in Location Plan [APP/2.1] and the Scheme is
described in full in Environmental Statement (ES) Chapter 5: The Scheme [APP/6.1]
and shown spatially on the Works Plan [APP/2.3].

1.1.3 The Scheme comprises the construction, operation, maintenance, and decommissioning
of a solar photovoltaic (PV) electricity generating station and Associated Development
comprising Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), a Customer Substation, and Grid
Connection Infrastructure, including a new National Grid Substation. The Scheme would
allow for the generation and export of over 50MW Alternating Current (AC) of renewable
energy, connecting into the National Electricity Transmission System (NETS) overhead
line that passes through the Site.

1.14 As the Scheme would have a generating capacity in excess of 50MW, it is considered to
be a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the Planning Act 2008.

1.1.5 To inform this DCO Application, Aspect Ecology has undertaken this Biodiversity Net Gain
Assessment Report to determine the level of BNG that can be achieved via the Scheme.
This work is based on the latest Statutory Biodiversity Metric tool [Ref. 1] issued by Defra
and informed by associated guidance issued by Defra, in combination with guidance
developed by the Construction Industry Research and Information Association (CIRIA),
Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM) and Institute of
Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA).

44-51.1.6This document has been updated at Deadline 1 to include references to refer to the now
adopted Local Nature Recovery Strategy. The document references have not been
updated from the original submission. Please refer to the Guide to the
Application [APP/1.3.2] for the list of current versions of documents.
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Biodiversity Net Gain Legislation, Policy and Best
Practice

Legislation

The Environment Act 2021 establishes a comprehensive legal framework for
environmental improvement within the UK, forming one of the key measures to deliver the
vision set out under the 25 Year Environment Plan. In particular, as part of this process,
the Environment Act 2021 sets out a number of measures in order to introduce mandatory
requirements for BNG within the planning system, including a requirement for
developments to deliver 10% gains in biodiversity value.

In respect of DCOs for NSIPs (under The Planning Act 2008), Schedule 15 of The
Environment Act 2021 sets out Principal Amendments to the Planning Act 2008 in order
to implement the relevant BNG requirements. These requirements are not yet in force and
will be implemented at a future date. The government originally committed to these
requirements coming into force from November 2025; however currently available
government advice (at www.gov.uk, accessed 22 October-202519 May 2026) indicates
that BNG will ret-be-introduced-for NSIPsunti-Mayapply to NSIPs from November 2026.

It is therefore considered that this Scheme is not yet legally obliged to deliver a BNG.

4:2:21.2.3In addition, no formal guidance has been published by the government or Natural England

on the application of BNG to NSIPs at the time of writing. Nevertheless, the Scheme has
committed to delivering BNG that is proportionate to the Scheme and, as a result, BNG
assessments have been a key part of the design of the Scheme from an early stage.

National Policy

4231.2.4National Policy Statements for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (NPS EN-1, NPS EN-3

and NPS EN-5) detail Environment and Biodiversity Net Gain considerations (at sections
4.6, 2.8, and 2.5, respectively).

Local Policy

4241.2.5Planning policy at the local level is set out within Breckland Local Plan (adopted

September 2023). ENV02 Biodiversity Protection and Enhancement within the Local Plan
specifically relates to securing of Biodiversity Net Gain.

Good Practice Principles for Development

4+2-51.2.6CIRIA, CIEEM and IEMA have developed a set of principles on good practice to achieve

Biodiversity Net Gain [Ref. 2], accompanied by a practical guide [Ref. 3]. These principles
provide a framework that helps improve the UK’s biodiversity by contributing towards
strategic priorities to conserve and enhance nature while progressing with sustainable
development. They also provide a way for industry to show that projects follow good
practice. Ten key principles are identified:
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+ Apply the Mitigation Hierarchy. Do everything possible to first avoid and then
minimise impacts on biodiversity. Only as a last resort, and in agreement with external
decision-makers where possible, compensate for losses that cannot be avoided. If
compensating for losses within the development footprint is not possible or does not
generate the most benefits for nature conservation, then offset biodiversity losses by
gains elsewhere.

+ Avoid losing biodiversity that cannot be offset by gains elsewhere. Avoid impacts
on irreplaceable biodiversity — these impacts cannot be offset to achieve No Net Loss
or Net Gain.

 Be inclusive and equitable. Engage stakeholders early, and involve them in
designing, implementing, monitoring and evaluating the approach to Net Gain. Achieve
Net Gain in partnership with stakeholders where possible, and share the benefits fairly
among stakeholders.

* Address risks. Mitigate difficulty, uncertainty and other risks to achieving Net Gain.
Apply well-accepted ways to add contingency when calculating biodiversity losses and
gains in order to account for any remaining risks, as well as to compensate for the time
between the losses occurring and the gains being fully realised.

+ Make a measurable Net Gain contribution. Achieve a measurable, overall gain for
biodiversity and the services ecosystems provide while directly contributing towards
nature conservation priorities.

* Achieve the best outcomes for biodiversity. Achieve the best outcomes for
biodiversity by using robust, credible evidence and local knowledge to make clearly
justified choices when:

» Delivering compensation that is ecologically equivalent in type, amount and
condition, and that accounts for the location and timing of biodiversity losses

» Compensating for losses of one type of biodiversity by providing a different type that
delivers greater benefits for nature conservation

* Achieving Net Gain locally to the development while also contributing towards nature
conservation priorities at local, regional and national levels

« Enhancing existing or creating new habitat; and

» Enhancing ecological connectivity by creating more, bigger, better and joined areas
for biodiversity.

+ Be additional. Achieve nature conservation outcomes that demonstrably exceed
existing obligations (i.e. do not deliver something that would occur anyway).

« Create a Net Gain legacy. Ensure Net Gain generates long-term benefits by:

» Engaging stakeholders and jointly agreeing practical solutions that secure Net Gain
in perpetuity

« Planning for adaptive management and securing dedicated funding for long-term
management
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1.3

1.3.1

1.3.2

» Designing Net Gain for biodiversity to be resilient to external factors, especially
climate change

+ Mitigating risks from other land uses
* Avoiding displacing harmful activities from one location to another; and
» Supporting local-level management of Net Gain activities.

Optimise sustainability. Prioritise Biodiversity Net Gain and, where possible, optimise
the wider environmental benefits for a sustainable society and economy.

Be transparent. Communicate all Net Gain activities in a transparent and timely
manner, sharing the learning with all stakeholders.

Purpose of this Report

Following the above information, at the current time, no formal legislative requirement for
BNG is in place for DCO applications.

Nonetheless, not least in view of the forthcoming legislative requirement and current
established processes and precedent in made solar DCOs available in regard to BNG
relating to planning applications, this Report provides a BNG assessment, including details
of the existing calculated biodiversity value(s) and associated information. A copy of the
government’s BNG metric calculation tool has been completed in order to provide an
assessment of the likely net change in biodiversity value under the Scheme, including
consideration of how a Biodiversity gain in excess of 10% can be delivered in line with the
anticipated future legislative requirements, with printouts provided at Appendix 2 within
this document.
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2.1

2.11

2.2

2.2.1

2.3

2.3.1

2.3.2

233

Methodology

Baseline Habitat Survey

The Site was surveyed over a number of visits between April 2024 and October 2025 in
order to ascertain the general ecological value of the land contained within the boundaries
of the Site and to identify the main habitats and ecological features present.

The Site was surveyed based on standard Phase 1 Habitat Survey methodology [Ref. 4],
whereby the habitat types present are identified and mapped, together with an
assessment of the species composition of each habitat. The Site was classified into areas
of similar botanical community types, with a representative species list compiled for each
habitat identified. Habitats were classified in accordance with the UK Habitat Classification
system, version 2.0 [Ref. 5], and condition assessed in accordance with the methodology
set out in the Metric Technical Annex [Ref. 6] and using professional judgement. In line
with guidance [Ref. 7], the fine scale minimum mapping unit (MMU) of 25sgm or 5m in
length has been used where possible/relevant.

Survey Constraints and Limitations

All of the species that occur in each habitat would not necessarily be detectable during
survey work carried out at any given time of the year, since different species are apparent
during different seasons. The Phase 1 habitat survey included surveys undertaken within
the optimal season, and the nature of the habitats within the Site allowed for the broad
habitat types to be identified and for an adequate assessment of the intrinsic ecological
interest of the Site to be made.

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment

To quantify the level of BNG that can be delivered under the Scheme, the change in
biodiversity value resulting from the Scheme has been calculated using the Metric
calculation tool, as informed by the associated User Guide [Ref. 8]. This takes account of
the size, distinctiveness and ecological condition of existing and proposed habitat areas
to provide a proxy measure of the present and forecast biodiversity value of a site and
therefore determine the overall change in biodiversity value.

The pre-development (‘baseline’) biodiversity value of the on-site habitat has been
calculated based on the habitat survey information collected during the baseline habitat
survey (see Section 2.1 above).

The post-development biodiversity value has also been calculated, based on Appendix 1
- Green Infrastructure Strategy Plans to the outline Landscape and Ecological
Management Plan (oLEMP) [APP/7.11]. A number of assumptions have been made in



|

The Droves Solar Farm — Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment Report

24

241

terms of the landscaping and management proposals, based on comparative
developments and what is realistic and feasible under the proposed land uses and
landscape space types. Further details of assumptions made in populating the metric are
provided in Chapter 4 below.

Strategic Significance

Strategic significance refers to the local significance of habitat parcels based on their
location and the habitat type. The Metric gives additional unit value to habitat parcels that
are mapped within a published Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) or, where no
LNRS has been published, to habitats mapped/listed in alternative documents (e.g. Draft
LNRS, Local Plans, Biodiversity Action Plans, Green Infrastructure Strategies, etc.).
Strategic significance has been assigned to the pre- and post-development habitats in
accordance with the methodology set out in Tables 7 and 8 of the User Guide, as follows:

* High (formally identified in local strategy)
*  Medium (location ecologically desirable but not in local strategy); and

* Low (area / compensation not in local strategy).



The Droves Solar Farm — Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment Report

=

3  Pre-development (‘Baseline’) Habitats

3.1 Overview

3.1.1 Consideration of the classification and condition rationale for the pre-development
(‘baseline’) habitats is set out below. In addition, consideration is given to the relevant date
at which the pre-development biodiversity value should be taken (noting any relevant
activities carried out that may have resulted in a lower biodiversity value being recorded
than would otherwise be the case), along with the presence of any irreplaceable habitats
and strategic significance awarded under BNG guidance.

3.1.2 Detailed condition assessment sheets are provided for at Appendix 1 within this
document, with habitat locations depicted on Plan 1 within this document.

3.2 Degradation

3.2.1 During the survey work undertaken across 2024 and 2025, no evidence was recorded to
suggest that any activities of the type mentioned in paragraph 6 or 6A of Schedule 7A to
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) have occurred since 30 January
2020. Accordingly, the baseline habitat value is considered to be as recorded during the
survey work, which remains up to date at the current time in line with standard guidance
[Ref. 9].

3.3 Irreplaceable Habitats

3.3.1 Veteran trees are present within the Site, which comprise irreplaceable habitat. These are
to be entirely retained within the Scheme, with appropriate buffers such that their condition
will not be affected.

3.3.2 No other irreplaceable habitats are present within the Site.

3.4 Strategic Significance

3.4.1 The Public Consultation Draft of the Norfolk LNRS was originally reviewed in order to
inform the proposals and associated BNG assessment. At the time of initial drafting of this
assessment, this remained the most up to date LNRS information and, as such, the
information set out in relation to the Scheme has-beenwas considered on this basis, with

reference to strategic significance-including-as-set-out-below.

3.4.2 Following completion of the public consultation process, Norfolk’s LNRS was formally
published on 31 October 2025. As such (in line with previous versions of this report), this
BNG assessment will-behas been_updated in—due course—in order to reflect the
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updated/adopted L NRS information j i

34-2—Indeeditis-noted thatinln line with the User Guide [Ref. 10], “Oonce an LNRS has been

published, the baseline strateqic significance values for habitat parcels in that area should
always be scored as low™ i i i

case-position-in-respect-of the Seheme. Accordingly—A-number-of-veteran-trees—are

Site-are-identified-with-the-draft LNRS,—and-as-sueh, low strategic significance has been

3.5 Baseline Habitats

3.5.1 A summary of the classification and condition rationale for the pre-development
(‘baseline’) habitats is set out at Table 3.1 below, with pre-development hedgerows set
out at Table 3.2 below. Descriptions of the existing habitats are set out within ES
Appendix 7.2: Baseline Ecological Survey Report [APP/6.4].

Table 3.1 Pre-development Habitats

Recorded Condition Rationale

Condition
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Cereal Crops

Arable  Field
Margins Game
Bird Mix

Temporary
Grass and
Clover Leys

Modified
Grassland

Modified
Grassland

Modified
Grassland

Other Neutral
Grassland

N/A

N/A

N/A

Poor

Moderate

Good

Poor

A condition assessment is not applicable for this habitat
type.

Wild bird cover crops planted in blocks/corners within the
Site and as such under UK Habitats v2.0 are coded as
c1a8 arable field margins - wild bird mix, accordingly these
areas are assigned as Cropland - Arable field margins
game bird mix in line with tab G-1 within the Metric. A
condition assessment is not applicable for this habitat

type.

A number of Fields were dominated by Perennial Rye-
grass Lolium perenne and are clearly in a rotation with
grain or tilled crops, as such under UK Habitats v2.0 are
coded as c1b5 rye-grass and clover leys, accordingly
these areas are assigned as Cropland — Temporary grass
and clover leys in line with tab G-1 within the Metric. A
condition assessment is not applicable for this habitat

type.

Grasslands within the Site which are species poor and
dominated by fast-growing grasses. Under UK Habitats
v2.0, this habitat is coded g4, and accordingly, is assigned
as Modified Grassland. These grasslands are species
poor, therefore do not pass criterion A, and thus are
unable to achieve above Poor condition. In addition, some
of these areas fail additional criteria.

Grasslands within the Site which are dominated by fast-
growing grasses. Under UK Habitats v2.0, this habitat is
coded g4, and accordingly, is assigned as Modified
Grassland. These grasslands failed 2-3 criteria and are
thus in Moderate condition.

Grasslands within the Site which are dominated by fast-
growing grasses. Under UK Habitats v2.0, this habitat is
coded g4, and accordingly, is assigned as Modified
Grassland. These grasslands passed all but a single
criterion and are thus in Good condition.

Grasslands within the Site which meet three of the
following: have >20% cover of broadleaved herbs, a
greater diversity of species, grasses not generally sown
for agriculture, and cover of Rye-grasses and White
Clover <30%. Under UK Habitats v2.0, this habitat is
coded g3c, and accordingly, is assigned as Other Neutral
Grassland. A number of these grasslands do not
represent good examples of their habitat type, therefore
do not pass criterion A, and thus are unable to achieve
above Poor condition. The grasslands which passed
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Bracken

Bramble Scrub

Mixed Scrub

Mixed Scrub

Lowland Mixed
Deciduous
Woodland

Lowland Mixed
Deciduous
Woodland

Tall Forbs

Bare Ground

Ponds (non-
priority habitat)

Ponds (non-
priority habitat)

N/A

N/A

Poor

Moderate

Poor

Moderate

Poor

Poor

Poor

Moderate

criterion A, only passed 2 criteria in total, and are also thus
in Poor condition.

A condition assessment is not applicable for this habitat
type.

A condition assessment is not applicable for this habitat
type.

These areas of scrub comprise a mix of species. Under
UK Habitats v2.0, this habitat is coded h3h, and
accordingly, is assigned as Mixed Scrub. These areas of
scrub habitat only pass 1-2 criteria and are thus in Poor
condition.

The scrub comprises a mix of species. Under UK Habitats
v2.0, this habitat is coded h3h, and accordingly, is
assigned as Mixed Scrub. These habitat areas pass 3
criteria and are thus in Moderate condition.

Small parcels of woodland within the Site. No
recognisable woodland ground flora, nutrient enriched
ground, limited vertical structure, lacking in ancient or
veteran trees, uni-aged, presence of Cherry laurel Prunus
laurocerasus and limited deadwood present.

Small parcels of woodland within the Site. No
recognisable woodland ground flora, limited vertical
structure, most lacking in ancient or veteran trees and
limited deadwood present.

Tall forb vegetation is present is small areas across the
Site. Under UK Habitats v2.0, this habitat is the secondary
code 16, and accordingly, in line with tab G-1 within the
Metric, is assigned as tall forbs. These habitat areas fail
criterions A and B and are thus in Poor condition.

Bare ground is present within Field 16. Under UK Habitats
v2.0, this habitat is the secondary code 510, and
accordingly, in line with tab G-1 within the Metric, is
assigned as bare ground. This habitat fails criterions A and
B and is thus in Poor condition.

Ponds within the Site that only pass 5 condition criteria
and are thus in Poor condition.

Ponds within the Site that pass 6-8 condition criteria and
are thus in Moderate condition.
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Artificial
unvegetated,
unsealed
surface

Developed
land; sealed
surface

Rural Tree

Rural Tree

Veteran Tree

N/A

N/A

Moderate

Good

Good

Unsealed tracks throughout the Site. A condition
assessment is not applicable for this habitat type.

This includes all roads, parking and buildings within the
Site. No assessment for the condition of this habitat is
required.

A-tetal-of48A small number of trees, -which are immature,
all pass 3-4 condition criteria and as such are in moderate
condition_(see accompanying BNG metric).

Atotalof89The majority of mature trees within the siteSite
were recorded to -which-are-mature—all-pass 5-6 condition
criteria  and as such are in good condition_ (see
accompanying BNG metric).

A total of 37 veteran-trees; (of which 20-21 are identified
within the publisheddraft LNRS) are considered to qualify
as Veteran Trees under the definition set out within the
NPPFE.

In_addition, for the purposes of the BNG assessment
(under the Biodiversity Gain Regulationsquirements
(Irreplaceable Habitat) Regulations 2024), a further 57
trees (of which 13 are identified within the published
LNRS) are considered likely to qualify as Veteran Trees
on the basis of large girth in relation to species, whilst a
further 7 trees (none of which are mapped in the published
LNRS) are considered likely to qualify on the basis of
significant _decay features. All of these trees—all are
considered to pass all condition criteria and as such are in
good condition.

Table 3.2 Pre-development Hedgerows

Habitat

Native
Hedgerow

Native
Hedgerow

Recorded
Condition

Moderate

Good

Condition Rationale

See relevant condition assessment sheets.

See relevant condition assessment sheets.
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Native Moderate See relevant condition assessment sheets.
Hedgerow with
trees

Native Good See relevant condition assessment sheets.
Hedgerow with
trees

Native Poor See relevant condition assessment sheets.
Hedgerow

associated

with bank or

ditch

Native Good See relevant condition assessment sheets.
Hedgerow

associated

with bank or

ditch

Species-rich Good See relevant condition assessment sheets.
native
hedgerow

Species-rich Moderate = See relevant condition assessment sheets.
native

hedgerow with

trees

Species-rich Good See relevant condition assessment sheets.
native

hedgerow with

trees

Line of trees Poor See relevant condition assessment sheets.

Line of trees Moderate See relevant condition assessment sheets.

3.6 Pre-development Biodiversity Value of On-site
Habitats

3.6.1 The pre-development biodiversity value of the on-site habitat has been calculated using
the Statutory Biodiversity Metric. Relevant extracts from the excel metric template are
provided at Appendix 2 within this document. The overall pre-development biodiversity
value of the on-site habitat is set out within Table 3.3 (below).

12
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Table 3.3 Pre-development (‘baseline’) biodiversity value of the on-site habitat
based on the Statutory Biodiversity Metric, published 29 November 2023, updated
23 July 2024

Onsite baseline Overall Units

Habitats 1854.921838.82
Hedgerows and tree lines 320.77
Watercourse N/A
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4.2

4.2.1

4.3

4.3.1

43.2

Post-development Habitats and BNG
Assessment Result

Introduction

This Chapter considers the likely change in biodiversity value as a result of the Scheme,
based on the Statutory Biodiversity Metric.

Assumptions

When inputting the post-development habitat areas and condition to the Metric, the
following assumptions have been made:

¢ Newly created habitat under the Scheme will be managed appropriately to reach the
assigned target condition (anticipated to be defined by a future management plans to
the outline Operational Environmental Management Plan (0OEMP) [APP/7.8] and
oLEMP [APP/7.11]); and

e The calculations within this report are based on Appendix 1 - Green Infrastructure
Strategy Plans to the oLEMP [APP/7.11]. Should the proposed habitats change
within future plans, it is likely that this needs to be reflected in revised net-gain
calculations at the appropriate stage.

Strategic Significance

In line with the above considerations in relation to pre-development strategic significance,
the current assessment has been updated to reflect theit-based-on-the-draft published

Norfolk LNRS-infermation-available-at-the-time-of-drafting.

Areas of the Site that are identified for mapped measures W|th|n the dra#gubllshed LNRS
; , and where
the proposals have been able to deliver the relevant habltat creation, restoratlon or
enhancement, in line with the User Guide, have been assigned high strategic significance
in relation to post-development habitats, as identified within the user comments section of
the metric where appropriate.

14
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Habitat Type and Condition

Summaries of the proposed post-development habitat creation/enhancement are set out
in Tables 4.1 to 4.3 below. Post-development habitat locations are shown on Plan 2 within

this document.

Table 4.1 Post-development on-Site Habitat Creation

Habitat

Modified
Grassland

Other Neutral
Grassland

Mixed Scrub

Sustainable
drainage
system

Targeted

Condition

Poor

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate

Condition Rationale

Areas of grassland to be created under and between
individual solar panels within the Solar PV Arrays.
Minimum poor condition is targeted on a precautionary
basis, albeit through planting of an appropriate species-
rich mix, management to prevent encroachment of scrub
and bracken as well as an absence of non-native species
it is anticipated that greater habitat condition/value could
be achieved.

Proposed wildflower grassland provided using an
appropriate species-rich wildflower mixture and managed
appropriately to maximise ecological value. Given suitable
long-term management it is anticipated that all of the
relevant condition criteria could be met for good condition,
albeit moderate condition is targeted within the metric on
a precautionary basis.

Native scrub planting to be provided, including providing
visual screening, which will include a minimum of
substantially greater than three woody species. No
invasive or undesirable species to be included. A well-
developed edge and good age range can be developed
over time, and subject to appropriate management. It is
therefore anticipated that this habitat will achieve at least
moderate condition.

Attenuation basins and associated features forming
drainage infrastructure, which are therefore subject to
management constraints in relation to drainage.
Enhanced through native marginal planting and where
drainage requirements allow, managements to maximise
biodiversity value. Anticipated to provide semi-natural
habitats in the long-term and to achieve moderate
condition within three years.
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Developed
Land; Sealed
Surface

Arable Field

N/A

N/A

Margins

Game  Bird

Mix

This includes all roads, parking and buildings within the
Site. No assessment for the condition of this habitat is
required.

Wild bird cover crops to be planted in blocks/corners within
the Site, specifically in order to provide compensation for
the loss of similar habitats and address BNG trading
requirements. A condition assessment is not applicable for
this habitat type.

Table 4.2 Post-development on-Site Habitat Enhancement.

Habitat

Modified
Grassland >>
Other neutral
grassland

Modified
Grassland >>
Other neutral
grassland

Other neutral
grassland

Mixed Scrub

Lowland
mixed
deciduous
woodland

Lowland
mixed
deciduous
woodland

Targeted

Condition

Moderate

Good

Good

Good

Moderate

Good

Condition Rationale

Areas of retained modified grassland will be oversown with
a suitable wildflower seed mix and subject to an
appropriate management plan to effect a change to other
neutral grassland. Moderate condition is expected to be
achieved within 10 years.

Areas of retained modified grassland will be oversown with
a suitable wildflower seed mix and subject to an
appropriate management plan to effect a change to other
neutral grassland. Good condition is expected to be
achieved within 15 years.

Areas of retained other neutral grassland will be oversown
with a suitable wildflower seed mix and subject to an
appropriate management plan to enhance these habitats
to good condition. Good condition is expected to be
achieved within 10 years.

Areas of scrub managed to achieve good condition,
anticipated within 3 years.

Retained woodland subject to suitable planting and
management to achieve moderate condition.

Retained woodland subject to suitable planting and
management to achieve good condition.
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Table 4.3 Post-development on-site Linear Feature (Hedgerow) Creation.

Habitat Targe_t_ted Condition Rationale

Condition
Species-rich = Good Species-rich native hedgerow will be created along a
Native number of boundaries. Through suitable management this
Hedgerow habitat would be expected to reach good condition within

12 years. (NB Where hedgerows are proposed for
Advanced Planting, as shown

Species-rich  Moderate Species-rich native hedgerow with trees will be created
Native along a number of boundaries. Through suitable
Hedgerow management this habitat would be expected to reach good
with Trees condition within 10 years.

Anticipated Change in Biodiversity

The anticipated change in biodiversity value as a result of the Scheme has been calculated
using the Statutory Biodiversity Metric, based on the assumptions and considerations set
out above. Relevant extracts from the completed calculator tool are provided within
Appendix 2 to this document.

When considering the current proposals, the Metric calculates that the Scheme will likely
result in the following changes in biodiversity, summarised in Table 4.4 (below):

Table 4.4 Anticipated change in biodiversity

Change in Units % Change Trading Rules
Satisfied?
On-site Habitats +434412.4708 +23.4622.41% NeYes
On-site Hedgerows +488.-56187.21 +58.7836% Yes

and tree lines

On-site N/A — No watercourses present
Watercourses

On the basis of the considerations and proposals set out (including the assumptions and
limitations set out above and within the comments in the spreadsheet tool), the Statutory
Metric calculator indicates a net habitat biodiversity unit change for the proposals within
the Site boundary of +434-47412.08 Habitat Units (representing a calculated gain of
23-4622.41%) and +488-56187.21 Hedgerow Units (representing a calculated gain of
58.7836%) within the Site boundary, whilst (following the inclusion of additional areas of
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game bird mix incorporated to address previously identified trading errors); relevant
trading requirements are met.

MJ—be—Fesehfed—deqg—feﬁhee%ng—metHc—updatesé—lt is clear that (subject to approprlate
implementation in line with the measures set out), the Scheme will achieve calculated
gains substantially in excess of 10%.
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Summary and Conclusions

Aspect Ecology is advising on behalf of the Applicant in relation to the DCO Application
for the construction, operation, maintenance, and decommissioning of the Scheme.

To inform the DCO Application, Aspect Ecology has undertaken this BNG assessment
report to determine the level of biodiversity net gain that could be achieved under the
Scheme, based on the Statutory Biodiversity Metric and associated guidance.

In line with relevant BNG guidance, the metric calculations include strategic significance
values based on the dmﬁ—publlshed Norfolk L NRS-decuments—available-at-the-time-of

Subiject to the information and measures set out, the BNG Assessment Report therefore
demonstrates that the Scheme will result in demonstrable net gains in habitat units and
hedgerows units within the Site boundary which are substantially in excess of 10%,
amounting to calculated gains in excess of 430400 habitat units and in excess of 185
hedgerows units.
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Site Boundary

Cropland: Arable field margins game bird
mix (5.3125ha)

Cropland: Cereal crops (660.6200ha)

Cropland: Temporary grass and clover
leys (75.6375ha)

Grassland: Bracken (0.5800ha)

Grassland: Modified grassland -
Good Condition (1.2850ha)

Grassland: Modified grassland -
Moderate Condition (6.7100ha)

Grassland: Modified grassland -
Poor Condition (41.8500ha)

Grassland: Other neutral grassland -
Good Condition (0.0750ha)

Grassland: Other neutral grassland -
Moderate Condition (0.9000ha)

Grassland: Other neutral grassland -
Poor Condition (21.5725ha)

Heathland and shrub: Bramble
scrub (0.4975ha)

Heathland and shrub: Mixed scrub -
Moderate Condition (0.7375ha)

Heathland and shrub: Mixed scrub -
Poor Condition (1.8950ha)

Heathland and shrub: Mixed scrub -
Poor Condition (1.9725ha)

Lakes: Ponds (non-priority habitat) -
Moderate Condition (0.3175ha)

Lakes: Ponds (non-priority habitat) -
Poor Condition (0.0975ha)

Sparsely vegetated land: Tall forbs -
Poor Condition (2.7925ha)

Urban: Artificial unvegetated, unsealed
surface (8.0700ha)

Urban: Bare ground -
Poor Condition (0.3675ha)

Urban: Developed land; sealed surface:
Building (0.0200ha)

Urban: Developed land; sealed surface:
Hardstanding (3.8025ha)

Woodland and forest: Lowland mixed
deciduous woodland -
Moderate Condition (5.1575ha)

Woodland and forest: Lowland mixed
deciduous woodland -
Poor Condition (1.9175ha)

Rural Tree [104]

Veteran Tree - identified within
arboricultural survey [36]

Veteran Tree — meeting
definition within the BNG
Schedule for Irreplaceable
Habitats [64]

Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Line of trees -
Moderate Condition (1.405km)

Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Native hedgerow -
associated with bank or ditch -
Good Condition (0.435km)

Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Native hedgerow -
associated with bank or ditch -
Poor Condition (0.135km)

Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Native hedgerow with
trees - Good Condition (10.68km)

Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Native hedgerow with
trees - Moderate Condition (5.28km)

Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Native
hedgerow - Good Condition (11.395km)

Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Native
hedgerow - Moderate Condition (8.545km)

Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Native
hedgerow - Poor Condition (0.3km)

Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Species-rich native
hedgerow - Good Condition (0.39km)

Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Species-rich native
hedgerow with trees -
Good Condition (1.41km)

Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Species-rich native
hedgerow with trees -
Moderate Condition (0.5km)
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Site Boundary

Created -: Area comprising of
Urban: Sustainable drainage system (0.5ha),
Grassland: Other neutral grassland (1ha),

and Heathland and shrub: Mixed scrub (0.6575ha)

Created Cropland: Arable field margins
game bird mix (3.7025ha)

Created Grassland: Modified grassland -
Poor Condition (566.3975ha)

Created Grassland: Other neutral
grassland - Moderate Condition (78.0525ha)

Created Urban: Developed land; sealed
surface: Hardstanding (27.2450ha)

Created Woodland and forest: Other
woodland; broadleaved (1.1250ha)

Enhanced from Grassland: Modified grassland
- Good Condition to Other neutral grassland -
Good Condition (0.6825ha)

Enhanced from Grassland: Modified grassland
- Moderate Condition to Other neutral
grassland - Moderate Condition (4.9200ha)

Enhanced from Grassland: Modified grassland
- Poor Condition to Other neutral
grassland - Moderate Condition (25.7500ha)

Enhanced from Grassland: Other neutral
grassland - Poor Condition to -
Moderate Condition (6.1325ha)

Enhanced from Heathland and shrub: Bramble
scrub to Mixed scrub -
Moderate Condition (0.0800ha)

Enhanced Heathland and shrub: Mixed scrub -
Moderate Condition - identified within LNRS
High Strategic Significance (0.1375ha)

Enhanced Heathland and shrub: Mixed scrub -
Poor Condition - identified within LNRS
High Strategic Significance (0.2850ha)

Enhanced Heathland and shrub: Mixed scrub -
Moderate Condition (0.4775ha)

Enhanced Heathland and shrub: Mixed scrub -
Poor Condition (1.6775ha)

Enhanced Woodland and forest: Lowland
mixed deciduous woodland - Moderate
Condition - identified within LNRS High
Strategic Significance (0.8900ha)

NN

v

Enhanced Woodland and forest: Lowland
mixed deciduous woodland - Poor Condition
- identified within LNRS High Strategic
Significance (1.2900ha)

Enhanced Woodland and forest: Lowland
mixed deciduous woodland -
Poor Condition (0.6250ha)

Enhanced Lakes: Ponds (non-priority habitat)
- Poor Condition to - Moderate Condition -
identified within LNRS High Strategic
Significance (0.0975ha)

Retained Cropland: Arable field margins
game bird mix (0.6875ha)

Retained Cropland: Cereal crops (86.6200ha)

Retained Grassland: Bracken (0.5150ha)

Retained Grassland: Modified grassland -
Good Condition (0.5350ha)

Retained Grassland: Modified grassland -
Moderate Condition (0.6475ha)

Retained Grassland: Modified grassland -
Poor Condition (7.6400ha)

Retained Grassland: Other neutral grassland -
Good Condition (0.0750ha)

Retained Grassland: Other neutral grassland -
Moderate Condition (0.1400ha)

Retained Grassland: Other neutral grassland -
Poor Condition (5.2700ha)

Retained Heathland and shrub: Bramble
scrub (0.1425ha)

Retained Heathland and shrub: Mixed scrub -
Moderate Condition (0.1250ha)

Retained Heathland and shrub: Mixed scrub -
Poor Condition (0.0075ha)

Retained Lakes: Ponds (non-priority
habitat) -
Moderate Condition (0.3175ha)

Retained Sparsely vegetated land: Tall forbs -
Poor Condition (0.6625ha)

Retained Urban: Artificial unvegetated,
unsealed surface (7.1750ha)

2 |1
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Retained Urban: Developed land; sealed
surface: Building (0.0150ha)

Retained Urban: Developed land; sealed
surface: Hardstanding (3.7200ha)

Retained Woodland and forest: Lowland
mixed deciduous woodland -
Moderate Condition (4.2650ha)

Retained Rural Tree [97]

Retained Veteran Tree - identified within
arboricultural survey [16]

Retained Veteran Tree — meeting definition
within the BNG Schedule for
Irreplaceable Habitats [51]

Retained Veteran Tree - identified within
arboricultural survey - identified within LNRS [20]

Retained Veteran Tree — meeting definition
within the BNG Schedule for

Irreplaceable Habitats - identified within LNRS [13]

Created Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Species-rich
native hedgerow (5.775km)

Created Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Species-rich
native hedgerow with trees (3.245km)

Enhanced Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Line of
trees - Moderate Condition (0.66km)

Enhanced Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Species-rich
native hedgerow -
Good Condition (0.23km)

Enhanced Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Species-rich
native hedgerow with trees -
Good Condition (0.895km)

Enhanced Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Species-rich
native hedgerow with trees -
Moderate Condition (0.38km)

Enhanced Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Native
hedgerow - associated with bank or ditch -

Poor Condition to Species-rich native hedgerow
with trees - associated with bank or ditch -
Moderate Condition (0.135km)

Enhanced Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Native
hedgerow - associated with bank or ditch to
Species-rich native hedgerow with trees -
associated with bank or ditch (0.435km)

Enhanced Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Native
hedgerow - Poor Condition to Species-rich
native hedgerow - Moderate Condition (0.3km)

|

-

Enhanced Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Native

hedgerow to Species-rich native hedgerow (13.77km)

Enhanced Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Native
hedgerow with trees to Species-rich native
hedgerow with trees (10.985km)

Retained Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Line of trees
- Moderate Condition (0.045km)

Retained Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Native
hedgerow - Good Condition (4.045km)

Retained Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Native
hedgerow - Moderate Condition (0.415km)

Retained Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Native
hedgerow with trees -
Good Condition (2.87km)

Retained Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Native
hedgerow with trees -
Moderate Condition (1.265km)

Retained Hedgerows / Tree Lines: Species-rich
native hedgerow with trees -
Moderate Condition (0.04km)

Advanced Planting - Hedgerows to be gapped
up during Winter 25/26

o
Ommms:

Created Hedgerows / Tree Lines:
Species-rich native hedgerow (0.93km)

Enhanced Hedgerows / Tree Lines:
Native hedgerow to Species-rich native
hedgerow (0.545km)

Retained Hedgerows / Tree Lines:
Line of trees -
Moderate Condition (0.695km)

Retained Hedgerows / Tree Lines:
Native hedgerow -
Good Condition (0.64km)

Retained Hedgerows / Tree Lines:
Native hedgerow -
Moderate Condition (0.35km)

Retained Hedgerows / Tree Lines:
Native hedgerow with trees -
Good Condition (0.055km)

Retained Hedgerows / Tree Lines:
Native hedgerow with trees -
Moderate Condition (0.785km)

Retained Hedgerows / Tree Lines:
Species-rich native hedgerow -
Good Condition (0.16km)

Retained Hedgerows / Tree Lines:
Species-rich native hedgerow with trees
- Good Condition (0.515km)

Retained Hedgerows / Tree Lines:
Species-rich native hedgerow with trees
- Moderate Condition (0.08km)
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Habitat Condition Assessment Sheets




Condition Sheet: GRASSLAND Habitat Type (low distinctiveness)
ation (UKHab) Habitat Type

ed grassland
Habitat Description

ukhab — UK Habitat Classification [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [

Survey date and
Surveyor name

On-site or off-site, site name and
location Survey reference
(if relating to a
wider survey)

Habitat parcel reference
A B C D E F G H

Limitations (if applicable)

Grid reference

n Assessment Criteria
Notes (such

Criterion passed (Yes or No) as
justification)

There are 6-8 vascular plant species per m? present, including at least 2 forbs (these may
include those listed in Footnote 1). Note - this criterion is ial for ieving
or Good condition.

Where the vascular plant species present are characteristic of medium, high or very high
distinctiveness grassland, or there are 9 or more of these characteristic species per m?
(excluding those listed in Footnote 1), please review the full UKHab description to assess
whether the grassland should instead be ified as a higher distincti Where
a grassland is classed as medium, high, or very high distinctiveness, please use the relevant
condition sheet.

Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20% is more
than 7 cm) creating microclimates which provide opportunities for vertebrates and invertebrates
to live and breed.

@

Any scrub present accounts for less than 20% of the total grassland area. (Some scattered
scrub such as bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. may be present).

Note - patches of scrub with continuous (more than 90%) cover should be classified as the
relevant scrub habitat type.

Physical damage is evident in less than 5% of total grassland area. Examples of physical
D |damage include excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, erosion caused
by high levels of access, or any other damaging management activities.

Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 10%, including localised areas (for example, a
concentration of rabbit warrens)z.

m

F [Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum is less than 20%.

®

There is an absence of invasive non-native plant spet:ies3 (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCA").

Essential criterion achieved (Yes or No|

Number of criteria passed

Condition Assessment Result (out
of 7 criteria)

T " X X
Pass_es 6or7 (_:nterl_a |r_m|ud|ng Good (3)
passing essential criterion A

Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved /v’

Passes 4 or 5 criteria including

passing essential criterion A Moderate (2)

Passes 3 or fewer criteria; X X X

OR
Passes 4 - 6 criteria (excluding Poor (1)

criterion A)

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score

Footnotes
Footnote 1 — Creeping thistle Cirsium arvense, spear thistle Cirsium vulgare , curled dock Rumex crispus , broad-I d dock Rumex i s nettle Urtica dioica, creeping buttercup Ranunculus
repens , greater plantain Plantago major, white clover Trifolium repens and cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris .

btusitoli

Footnote 2 — For example, this could include small, scattered areas of bare ground allowing establishment of new species, or localised patches where not exceeding 10% cover.

Footnote 3 — Assess this for each distinct habitat parcel. If the distribution of invasive non-native species varies across the habitat, split into parcels accordingly, applying a buffer zone around the invasive non-native
species with a size relative to its risk of spread into adjacent habitat, using professional judgement.

Footnote 4 — Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).




Condition Sheet: GRASSLAND Habitat Type (medium, high and very high distinctiveness)

UK Habitat Classification (UKHab) Habitat Types

- Lowland
Grassland - Lowland dry acid grassland
Grassland - Lowland meadows
Grassland - Other lowland acid grassland
Grassland - Other neutral grassland
- Tall herb ities (H6430) [Not to be confused with the Tall forbs secondary code — see UKHab guidance for details.]
Grassland - Upland acid grassland
- Upland
Grassland - Upland hay meadows
Sparsely veg land - i

Habitat Description

Lkhab — UK Habitat Classification | | | | | I

Survey date and
On-site or off-site, site name and Surveyor name
location Survey reference
(if relating to a
wider survey)
Habitat parcel reference
A B C D E F G
Limitations (if applicable)
Grid reference
Condition Assessment Criteria
Criterion passed (Yes or No) Notesi(slichias
justification)
Y
The parcel represents a good example of its habitat type, with a consistently
high proportion of characteristic indicator species present relevant to the specific
habitat type (and relative to Footnote 3 suboptimal species which may be listed
A |in the UKHab description)."
Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Moderate or Good
condition for non-acid grassland types only.
N N N N N N
Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least
B [20% is more than 7 cm) creating microclimates which provide opportunities for
insects, birds and small mammals to live and breed.
Y N N N Y N
Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 5%, including localised areas, for
example, rabbit warrens?.
Y Y N N N Y
Cover of bracken Pteridium aquiinum is less than 20% and cover of scrub
(including bramble Rubus fruticosus agg.) is less than 5%.
N Y Y N N N
Combined cover of species indicative of suboptimal condition® and physical
damage (such as excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or storage,
damaging levels of access, or any other damaging management activities)
E |accounts for less than 5% of total area.
If any invasive non-native plant species® (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCA®) are
present, this criterion is automatically failed.
Additional Criterion - must be assessed for all non-acid grassland types
N N N N N
There are 10 or more vascular plant species per m? present, including forbs that
are characteristic of the habitat type (species referenced in Footnote 3 and 5
& |cannot contribute towards this count).
Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Good condition for non-
acid grassland types only.
Essential criterion for Good condition achieved (for non-acid grassiand) [
(Yes or No)
Number of criteria passed 3

Condition Assessment Result ndition Assessment Score Score Achieved x/v'
[Acid grassland types (Result out of 5 criteria)

Good (3)

Passes 5 criteria

Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2)

Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1) X X X X X X

[Non-acid grassland types (Result out of 6 criteria)

Passes 5 or 6 criteria, including
essential criterion A and additional Good (3)
criterion F.

Passes 3 - 5 criteria, including

essential criterion A. Moderate (2)

Passes 2 or fewer criteria;
orR

Passes 3 or 4 criteria excluding Poor (1)
criterion A and F.

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score

Footnote 1 - Professional judgement should be used alongside the UKHab description.
Footnote 2 - For example, this could include small, scattered areas of bare ground allowing for plant colonisation, or localised patches not exceeding 5% cover.

Footnote 3 - Species indicative of suboptimal condition for this habitat type include: creeping thistle Cirsium arvense, spear thistle Cirsium vulgare , curled dock Rumex crispus , broad-leaved dock Rumex
obtusifolius , common nettle Urtica dioica, creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens , greater plantain Plantago major , white clover Trifolum repens and cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris . There may be additional

relevant species local to the region and or site.

Footnote 4 — Assess this for each distinct habitat parcel. If the distribution of invasive non-native species varies across the habitat, split into parcels accordingly, applying a buffer zone around the invasive non-
native species with a size relative to its risk of spread into adjacent habitat, by applying professional judgement.

Footnote 5 — Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).




UK Habitat Classification (UKHab) Habitat Types
Woodland and forest - Lowland beech and yew woodland
Woodland and forest - Lowland mixed deciduous woodland
Woodland and forest - Native pine woodlands

Woodland and forest - Other coniferous woodland
Woodland and forest - Other Scot's pine woodland
Woodland and forest - Other woodland; broadleaved
Woodland and forest - Other woodland; mixed

Woodland and forest - Upland birchwoods

Woodland and forest - Upland mixed ashwoods.
Woodland and forest - Upland oakwood

Woodland and forest - Wet woodland

Habitat Description

ukhab — UK Habitat Classification [ T I I I I I I I I I I I
ITms condition sheet is based on the England Woodland Biodiversity Group (EWBG) Woodiand Condition Survey Method, available here:

oodiand Wildiife Toolkit (sylva.org.uk) | [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ I I I

IMPORTANT: This biodiversity metric woodland condition assessment must be used to assess woodland being input into the biodiversity metric. The outputs of this condition assessment are not
equivalent to, nor are they comparable with the scores from the EWBG condition because the EWBG has been adapted for the biodiversity metric, including the
removal of EWBG Indicator 7 (Proportion of favourable land cover around woodland) and Indicator 14 (Size of woodland), and minor changes to other indicators.

q.:sn. or m:n., e DT Habitat parcel reference
e el Surveyor name RA1W | Rd2W |RdZW |w36a |W37a |W193 |W22a |w33a |W29a |W6a
location 2 2 4
s . - Grid reference
urvey reference
Limitations (if
applicable) relating to a wider

survey)

Condition Assessment Criteria

Notes (such as.

i s dicator
Indicator Good (3 points) Moderate (2 points) |Poor (1 point) core per indi by
nge 2 |1 2 3 [2 |2 |8 1 2 1
A |distribution of |Three age-classes’ | Two age-classes One age-class’
oo present. present. present.
B 3 5 3 |5 |° 3 EE
Wild, domesti Evidence of Evidence of
y ol °:"“ | No significant significant browsing  [significant browsing
B :“ n'm browsing damage pressure is present | pressure is present
d::“:":“’ evident in woodland®. |in less than 40% of |in 40% or more of
9 whole woodland?. | whole woodland?.
Rhododendron T3 3 3 [3 5 |s 3 EE
g;'n":::’:";"’c';'m Rhododendron or
Invasive plant |No invasive species® |laurel Prunus ﬁ:‘;ym'aﬁ:im
species present in woodland. | /aurocerasus not Y
present, and other | INVasive species
prese o5 [210% cover.
invasive species
<10% cover.
3 " Three to four native " 3 3 3 2 1 2 3 1 2 1
Numberof [P ormoronative | (510 Twoor I:ssbnstlve
! tree or shru
D [native tree :":e :’ Shrub species” | oo vies* found s
species nd across across woodlang | P90/ 201088
woodland parcel. woodland parcel.
parcel.
Cover of native |780% 0l canopy trees (50 - 80% of canopy |<50% of canopy 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3
" O mateand >80% of trees and 50 - 80% | trees and <50% of
tree T" Shrub | derstory shrubs are |of understory shrubs | understory shrubs
species native’. are native’. are native’.
10 - 20% of woodland <10%or>40% of |3 |3 3 S O CR 3 3 3
has areas of woodland has areas
temporary open ., of temporary open
B i AT ¢
F |within Unless woodiand is |22 EFC I | But it woodiand
woodland <10ha, in which case 5 <10ha has <10%
0-20% temporary | SP3°€- temporary open
open space is space, please see.
permitted’. Good category’.
T— E 2 |2 |z [t |1 1 1 1
present in woodland®;
st No classes or
Woodland Diameter at Breast DO,::: ::;:;‘f ::sm coppice regrowth
regeneration | Height (DBH), woodland® pr i
saplings and . woodland®.
seedlings or advanced
coppice regrowth.
3 |8 3 5 3 |5 |° 1 2 |2
Tree mortality 10% or | 1% 1025% tree | ier than 25%
less, no pests o i e tree mortality and or
H | Tree health - crown dieback or low-| 5 o2}
diseases and no ° ° any high-risk pest or
s and nc tisk pest or disease | S
crown dieback’. ) disease present’.
present’.
Recognisable NVC ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
plant ity™® at i No i
| |Vegetation and |ground layer present, |woodiand NVC plant | woodiand NVC plant
ground flora  |strongly i ity'® ity'®
by ancient woodland | ground layer present. |ground layer present.
flora specialiss.
Woodland WEDEITEOEED One or less st 2 2 PP P 2 ! !
lan across all survey Two storeys across forey
) |vertical St o2 comaiex | al eumven ot |2cross al survey
structure e e T
woodland'".
[E 1 1 T 1|3 1 1 1
K |Veteran trees | 70 O MOre veteran | One veteran tree'” | No veteran trees™”
trees'? per hectare. | per hectare. present in woodland.
e Between 25% and  [Less than 25% ofall | | ! L L G 3 P
ote within ‘:“fy 50% of all survey  |survey plots within
P oeeiland nareel have_|Plots within the the woodland parcel
. m”:um nav® | woodiand parcel have deadwood,
;a"an i et olen, | nave deadwood,  [such as standing
. |Amount of B Jarge doag |06h 25 standing and [and fallen
deadwood feaduwood, fal ood, |deadwood, large
branches and or
b atubs_|1arge dead branches ~|dead branches and
St o™ {and or stems, stubs [or stems, stubs and
o ds"; oo |and stumps, oran |stumps, or an
e of small small
cavities cavities™. cavities™.
T2 2 1 Tz |2 2 EE
Less than 1 hectare. |1 poiare or more of
) in total of nutrient ~otare ot
No nutrient ¢ nutrient enrichment,
! enrichment across
"o Gomagatground | voodend aea and |00 S0 SO T
disturbance el o or less than 20% of | O Weodand a
A woodland area has wh 3
damaged ground™,  [9°U"¢ "
Total Score (out of a possible 39)| 25 28 |5 |2z |31 | |26 |26
Condition Assessment Result Resul
[Total score >32 (33 0 39) Good (3)
Total score 26 to 32 Moderate (2) x| X |x X |x
[Total score <26 (13 o 25) Poor (1) X |x B X

Suggested enhancement interventions to

prove condition score




UK Habitat Classification (UKHab) Habitat Types
Woodland and forest - Lowland beech and yew woodland
Woodland and forest - Lowland mixed deciduous woodland
Woodland and forest - Native pine woodlands

Woodland and forest - Other coniferous woodland
Woodland and forest - Other Scot's pine woodland
Woodland and forest - Other woodland; broadleaved
Woodland and forest - Other woodland; mixed

Woodland and forest - Upland birchwoods

Woodland and forest - Upland mixed ashwoods.
Woodland and forest - Upland oakwood

Woodland and forest - Wet woodland

Habitat Description

ukhab — UK Habitat Classification [ T I I I I I I I I I I I
ITms condition sheet is based on the England Woodland Biodiversity Group (EWBG) Woodiand Condition Survey Method, available here:

oodiand Wildiife Toolkit (sylva.org.uk) | [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ I I I

IMPORTANT: This biodiversity metric woodland condition assessment must be used to assess woodland being input into the biodiversity metric. The outputs of this condition assessment are not
equivalent to, nor are they comparable with the scores from the EWBG condition because the EWBG has been adapted for the biodiversity metric, including the
removal of EWBG Indicator 7 (Proportion of favourable land cover around woodland) and Indicator 14 (Size of woodland), and minor changes to other indicators.

q.:sn. or m:n., e DT Habitat parcel reference
e el Surveyor name W26a [W26b |W103 | | | | | | |
location

s . - Grid reference

urvey reference
Limitations (if
applicable) relating to a wider

survey)

Condition Assessment Criteria

Notes (such as.

i s dicator
Indicator Good (3 points) Moderate (2 points) |Poor (1 point) core per indi by
nge 3 | 2
A |distribution of |Three age-classes’ | Two age-classes One age-class’
oo present. present. present.
B 3
Wild, domesti Evidence of Evidence of
y ol °:"“ | No significant significant browsing  [significant browsing
B :“ n'm browsing damage pressure is present | pressure is present
d::“:’g‘:“’ evident in woodland®. |in less than 40% of |in 40% or more of
whole woodland®. | whole woodland®.
Rhododendron 3 |8 3
g;'n":::’:";"’c';'m Rhododendron or
Invasive plant |No invasive species® |laurel Prunus PIERIETE)
Pl P present, or other
species present in woodland. |laurocerasus not |P5% s
present, and other | INVasive species
prese o5 [210% cover.
invasive species
<10% cover.
3 " Three to four native " 3 2 2
Numberof [P ormoronative | (510 Twoor I:ssbnstlve
! tree or shru
b |native tree  |tre@ or shrub species® |0 SO or !
species Suncaciey across woodlang | P90/ 201088
woodland parcel. woodland parcel.
parcel.
3 3
>80% of canopy trees |50 - 80% of canopy |<50% of canopy
" Cover ‘:‘f ":""be and >80% of trees and 50 - 80%  [trees and <50% of
tree T" Shrub | derstory shrubs are |of understory shrubs | understory shrubs
species native’. are native’. are native’.
10 - 20% of woodland <10%or>40% of |3 |3 3
has areas of woodland has areas
temporary open ., of temporary open
B i AT ¢
F |within Unless woodiand is |22 EFC I | But it woodiand
woodland <10ha, in which case 5 <10ha has <10%
0-20% temporary | SP3°€- temporary open
open space is space, please see.
permitted’. Good category’.
Al three classes 2 2
present in woodland®;
st No classes or
Woodland Diameter at Breast DO,:}; ;;:;‘f ::sm coppice regrowth
regeneration | Height (DBH), woodland® pr i
saplings and . woodland®.
seedlings or advanced
coppice regrowth.
3 |8 3
Tree mortality 10% or “"f: . 25%(‘""9 Greater than 25%
less, no pests o i e tree mortality and or
H | Tree health - crown dieback or low-| 5 o2}
diseases and no ° ° any high-risk pest or
s and nc tisk pest or disease | S
crown dieback’. ) disease present’.
present’.
Recognisable NVC ! 1 1
plant ity™® at i No i
| |Vegetation and |ground layer present, |woodiand NVC plant | woodiand NVC plant
ground flora  |strongly i ity'® ity'®
by ancient woodland | ground layer present. |ground layer present.
flora specialiss.
Woodiand | 11ree or more storeys One or less st | :
lan across all survey Two storeys across forey
) |vertical St o2 comaiex | al eumven ot |2cross al survey
structure e e T
woodland'".
[E 1
Two or more veteran | One veteran tree'? | No veteran trees'®
K [Veteran trees  [[RSSIENEHRSSISSNN c/ hociare. present in woodland.
PEEE 1
Between 25% and | Less than 25% of all
5?:; 3'.31'.,?'5"“;” 50% of all survey  |survey plots within
P oeeiland nareel have_|Plots within the the woodland parcel
. m”:um nav® | woodiand parcel have deadwood,
;a"an i et olen, | nave deadwood,  [such as standing
. |Amount of B Jarge doag |06h 25 standing and [and fallen
deadwood feaduwood, fal 00d, | deadwood, large
branches and or
b atubs_|1arge dead branches ~|dead branches and
St o™ {and or stems, stubs [or stems, stubs and
o ds"; oo |and stumps, oran |stumps, or an
e of small small
cavities cavities™. cavities™.
3 |2 2
Less than 1 hectare. |1 poiare or more of
) in total of nutrient ~otare ot
No nutrient ¢ nutrient enrichment,
! enrichment across
"o Gomagatground | voodend aea and |00 S0 SO T
disturbance el o or less than 20% of | O Weodand a
evident™. woodland area has 9
14 |ground™.
damaged ground™*. :
Total Score (out of a possible 39) |32
Condition Assessment Result Resul
[Total score >32 (33 0 39) Good (3)
Total score 26 to 32 Moderate (2) X |x X
[Total score <26 (13 o 25) Poor (1)

Suggested enhancement interventions to

prove condition score




Condition Sheet: POND Habitat Type
Habitat Type

Lakes - Ponds (priority habitat)

Lakes - Ponds (non-priority habitat)

Lakes - Temporary lakes ponds and pools (H3170) [Use this condition sheet for Temporary ponds and pools, use Lake condition sheet for Temporary lakes]
Lakes - Ornamental lake or pond [Use this condition sheet for Ornamental ponds, use Lake condition sheet for Ornamental lakes]

Habitat Description

ukhab — UK Habitat Classification \

Survey date
and Surveyor
name
On-site or off-site, site name and
location Survey
reference (if
relating to a
wider survey)
Habitat parcel reference
P13a P18a |P9a P8a P7a P6a P3a P2a OP3
Limitations (if applicable)
Grid reference
Condition Assessment Criteria
Criterion passed (Yes or No) .Not?s (St,":h 2=
justification)
Core Criteria - i to all ponds ( " and
N Y N Y Y N Y N Y
The pond is of good water quality, with clear water (low turbidity)
A |indicating no obvious signs of pollution. Turbidity is acceptable if the
pond is grazed by livestock.
) , ] o Y Y N N N N N Y Y
There is semi-natural habitat (moderate distinctiveness or above)
B [completely surrounding the pond, for at least 10 m from the pond edge
for its entire perimeter.
Y Y Y Y N N Y N Y
c Less than 10% of the water surface is covered with duckweed Lemna
spp. or filamentous algae.
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
D The pond is not artificially connected to other waterbodies, such as
agricultural ditches or artificial pipework.
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Pond water levels can fluctuate naturally throughout the year. No
obvious artificial dams?, pumps or pipework.
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
F |There is an absence of listed non-native plant and animal species®.
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
The pond is not artificially stocked with fish. If the pond naturally
contains fish, it is a native fish assemblage at low densities.
Additional Criteria - must be for all ponds:
N N N N N N N N N
Emergent, submerged or floating plants (excluding duckweed)4 cover at
least 50% of the pond area which is less than 3 m deep.
Y Y Y Y N Y N N N
| The pond surface is no more than 50% shaded by adjacent trees and
scrub.
Number of criteria passed [§

Condition Assessment Result

Condition Assessment Score  Score Achieved x/v

of 7 core criteria

Results for woodland ponds which require

Passes 7 criteria Good (3)
Passes 5 or 6 criteria Moderate (2)
Passes 4 or fewer criteria Poor (1)
|Resuits for non-woodland ponds which require of 9 criteria
Passes 9 criteria Good (3)
Passes 6 to 8 criteria Moderate (2) X X X X X X
Passes 5 or fewer criteria Poor (1) X X X

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score

Footnote 1 - A woodland pond will be surrounded on all sides by woodland habitat.
Footnote 2 — This excludes natural dams such as those created by Eurasian beaver Castor fiber.

Footnote 3 - Any species included on the Water Framework Directive (WFD) UKTAG GB High Impact Species List should be absent: WFD UKTAG (2021) Classification of aquatic alien
species according to their level of impact [online]. Available from:




Condition Sheet: SCRUB Habitat Type
Habitat Types

Heathland and shrub - Blackthorn scrub

Heathland and shrub - Gorse scrub

Heathland and shrub - Hawthorn scrub

Heathland and shrub - Hazel scrub

Heathland and shrub - Mixed scrub

Heathland and shrub - Dunes with sea buckthorn (H2160)
Heathland and shrub - Willow scrub

Habitat Description

For Dunes with sea buckthorn see:|Dunes with sea-buckthorn (Dunes with Hippophae rhamnoides) - Special Areas of Conservation (jncc.gov.uk)
For other scrub types see:|ukhab — UK Habitat Classification ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

Survey date and

. . . Surveyor name
On-site or off-site, site name and

location Survey reference (if
relating to a wider
survey)

Habitat parcel reference
Marl  |Specie |MS1 |Other

Limitations (if applicable) Pits |s polor mixe:
mari SCrul
nite

Grid reference

Condition Assessment Criteria
Notes (such
Criterion passed (Yes or No) as

justification)

The parcel represents a good example of its habitat type - the appearance and
composition of the vegetation closely matches its UKHab description (where in
its natural range).”

- At least 80% of scrub is native,

A |- There are at least three native woody speciesz,

- No single species comprises more than 75% of the cover (except hazel
Corylus avellana , common juniper Juniperus communis , sea buckthorn
Hippophae rhamnoides (only in its restricted native range), or box Buxus
sempervirens , which can be up to 100% cover).

Y N N N
B Seedlings, saplings, young shrubs and mature (or ancient or veterana) shrubs
are all present.
Y Y Y Y
There is an absence of invasive non-native plant :apecies4 (as listed on Schedule
C |9 of WCA®) and species indicative of suboptimal condition® make up less than
5% of ground cover.
N N N Y
D The scrub has a well-developed edge with scattered scrub and tall grassland
and or forbs present between the scrub and adjacent habitat.
N N N N
E There are clearings, glades or rides present within the scrub, providing sheltered
edges.

Number of criteria passed

Condition Assessment Result

(SutloH5leriteta) Condition Assessment Score

Passes 5 criteria Good (3)
Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2) X X
Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1) X X

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score




Condition Sheet: INDIVIDUAL TREES Habitat Type
Habitat Types

Individual trees — Urban trees
Individual trees — Rural trees
Complete a condition sheet for each tree or block of trees.

Please see the separate Line of trees condition sheet for a line of rural trees. You should only use the Line of trees condition assessment and record that habitat
type in rural locations.

Habitat Description

Individual trees (description applied to the urban or rural environment):
Young trees over 7.5 cm in diameter at breast height whose canopies are not touching.

Urban Perimeter / Linear Blocks and Groups (description applied to the urban environment only):

Groups or stands of trees (size requirement as defined above) within and around the perimeter of urban land. This includes those along urban streets, highways, railways and
canals, and also former field boundary trees incorporated into developments. Canopies should predominantly overlap continuously. Groups of urban trees that don’t match the
descriptions for woodland may be assessed within this category.

Survey date and
Surveyor name
Survey reference
(if relating to a
wider survey)

On-site or off-site, site name
and location

Habitat parcel reference

Veter [Immat|Immat|Matur (Matur
Limitations (if applicable) ans |ure |ure |e e

Grid reference

Condition Assessment Criteria

Notes (such as
justification)

Criterion passed (Yes or No;

The tree is a native species (or at least 70% within the block are native
species).

The tree canopy is predominantly continuous, with gaps in canopy cover
B [making up <10% of total area and no individual gap being >5 m wide
(individual trees automatically pass this criterion).

C |The tree is mature (or more than 50% within the block are mature)'.

There is little or no evidence of an adverse impact on tree health by human
activities (such as vandalism, herbicide or detrimental agricultural activity).
And there is no current regular pruning regime, so the trees retain >75% of
expected canopy for their age range and height.

Natural ecological niches for vertebrates and invertebrates are present,
such as presence of deadwood, cavities, ivy or loose bark.

F |More than 20% of the tree canopy area is oversailing vegetation beneath.

Number of criteria passed

Condition Assessment
Result (out of 6 criteria)

Passes 5 or 6 criteria

Condition Assessment Score

Good (3)

Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2)

Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1)

Note that ‘Fairly Good and Fairly Poor’ condition categories are not available for this broad habitat type.

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score?




Tondition Sheet: URBAN Habrtat Type
Habitat Types

Sparsely vegetated land - Ruderal/Ephemeral
Sparsely vegetated land - Tall forbs

Urban - Allotments

Urban - Biodiverse green roof

Urban - Bioswale

Urban - Cemeteries and churchyards

Urban - Facade-bound green wall

Urban - Ground based green wall

Urban - Intensive

Urban - Open mosaic habitats on previously developed land
Urban - Rain garden

Urban - Sustainable drainage system (SuDS)
Urban - Vacant or derelict land

Urban - Bare ground

Habitat Description

Survey date and
Surveyor name

On-site or off-site, site name and location SEveyRrenc,

relating to a wider
survey)

Habitat parcel reference
Tall Forb

Bare
Limitations (if applicable) Ground

See the Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide for green roofs, and UK Habitat Classification (UKHab) for other habitats: | ukhab — UK Habitat Classification

Grid reference

Condition Assessment Criteria
Notes (such
jon passed (Yes or No)

justification)

Core Criteria - must be assessed for all urban habitat types:

Vegetation structure is varied, providing opportunities for vertebrates and

A [invertebrates to ive, eat and breed. A single structural habitat component or
vegetation type does not account for more than 80% of the total habitat area.
N
The habitat parcel contains different plant species that are beneficial for wildiife, for
B | example flowering species providing nectar sources for a range of invertebrates at
different times of year.
Y

Invasive non-native plant species (listed on Schedule 9 of WCA') and others which
are to the detriment of native wildife (using professional judgement)® cover less than
C |5% of the total vegetated area’

Note - to achieve Good condition, this criterion must be satisfied by a
complete absence of invasive non-native species (rather than <5% cover).

[Additional Criterion - must be assessed for Open mosaic habitat on previously developed land only:

The parcel shows spatial variation and forms a mosaic of bare substrate PLUS: [N NA
- At least four early successional communities (a) to ();

Communities: (a) annuals; (b) mosses/liverworts; (c) lichens; (d) ruderals; (e)
inundation species; (f) open grassland; (g) flower-rich grassland; (h) heathland, (i)
pools.

[Additional Criteria - must be assessed for Bioswal

nd SuDS habitat types only:

NA  |NA
1 |Plant species are mostly native.If non-native species are present, they should not
be detrimental to the habitat or native wildiife"
NA |NA
E2 | The vegetation is comprised of plant species suited to wetland or riparian situations.
[Additional Criterion - must be assessed for Intensive green roofs only:
NA  |NA
| The roof has a minimum of 50% native and non-native wildfowers.
709% of the roof area is soil and vegetation (including water features).
[Additional Criterion - must be assessed for Biodiverse green roofs only:
A [nia

The roof has a varied depth of 80 — 150 mm; at least 50% is at 150 mm and is
planted and seeded with wildflowers and sedums or is pre-prepared with sedums
and wildflowers.

Note - to aci

ve Good condition, some additional habitat, such as sand

les, stones, logs etc. are present.

Essential cri

ia relevant for habitat type achieved (Yes or No)

Number of criteria passed

Condition Assessment Result

Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved i/
Results for habitats requiring assessment of 3 core criteria only (all listed urban habitats except Open mosaic habitat on previously developed land, Biosw:
Green roofs):

- Passes all 3 core criteria;

[AND

- Meets the requirements for Good condition
within criterion C.

le, SuDS and

Good (3)

+ Passes 2 of 3 core criteria;
OR

- Passes 3 of 3 core criteria but does not Moderate (2)
meet the requirements for Good condition
within criterion C.

+ Passes 0 or 1 of 3 core criteria. Poor (1)

Results for Green roofs and Open mosaic habitat on previously developed land
(requiring assessment of 4 criteria only - core criteria plus additional criterion specified for habitat type):

- Passes all 3 core criteria;
AND

- Meets the requirements for Good condition
within criterion C; Good (3)
[AND

- Passes additional criterion relevant to
specifc habitat type (D, F or G)

+ Passes 2 or 3 of 4 criteria;
OR

- Passes 4 of 4 criteria but does not meet the | Moderate (2)
requirements for Good condition within
criterion C

+ Passes 0 or 1 of 4 criteria, Poor (1)

Results for Bioswale or SuDS (requiring assessment of 5 criteria - core criteria plus additional criteria specified for habitat type):

- Passes all 3 core criteria;
AND

- Meets the requirements for Good condition
within criterion C; Good (3)
[AND

- Passes all additional crteria relevant to
specific habitat type (Group E)

- Passes 3 or 4 of 5 criteria;

OR

- Passes 5 of 5 criteria but does not meet the | Moderate (2)
requirements for Good condition within
criterion C.

- Passes 2 or fewer of § crteria Poor (1)

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score




HABITAT CONDITION ASSESSMENT MATRIX FOR STATUTORY BIODIVERSITY METRIC

aspect

Feature Reference
Criteria h4?b ha46HA (w. N.ote.s .(sutfh as
H50A (with H49a F48HA F47Hc F47HB FA7HA H46HB . ) F45ha justification)
trees) L
The average height of woody growth
. estimated from base of stem to the top of
Al. Height >1.5 m average along length . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
the shoots, excluding any bank beneath
the hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees.
The average width of woody growth
A2. Width >1.5 m average along length estimated at th.e widest p0|r'1t of the Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
This is the vertical 'gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow, and
its distance from the ground to the lowest
B1. Gap - hedge Gap between ground and base of |leafy growth. Pass Fail Fail Pass Fail Pass Pass Fail Fail Pass
base canopy <0.5 m for >90% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are
acceptable (see page 65 of the Hedgerow
Survev Handbook)
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow. Gaps
are complete breaks in the woody canopy
Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total (no matter how small).
B2. canopy length; and Pass Pass Pass Fail Fail Pass Fail Fail Pass Pass
continuity No canopy gaps >5 m Access points and gates contribute to the
overall ‘gappiness’ but are not subject to
the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical
size of a gate).
This is the level of disturbance (excluding
wildlife disturbance) at the base of the
hedgerow.
S W'dt,h o undls'turbed Undisturbed ground is present for at least
: et Wi perennfal 90% of the hedgerow length, greater than
Undisturbed herbaceous vegetation for >90% -
1 m in width and must be present along at
ClL groundfmd of length: least one side of the hedgerow. Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Fail
perennial - Measured from outer edge of
RS feze e . This criterion recognises the value of the
° I [ETESERT N @R LR @l e hedgerow base as a boundary habitat with
hedgerow (at least). . .
the capacity to support a wide range of
species. Cultivation, heavily trodden
footpaths, poached ground etc. can limit
available habitat niches.
. . The indicator species used are nettles
Nutrient- Plant species indicative of . . .
X i X i Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine and
c2. enmhéd num_em SR leelE docks Rumex spp. Their presence, either Pass Fail Fail Fail Fail Pass Fail Fail Fail Pass
perennial dominate <20% cover of the area | .
i i singly or together, does not exceed the
vegetation of undisturbed ground. 20% cover threshold.
Recently introduced species refer to plants
that have naturalised in the UK since AD
1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count
>90% of the hedgerow and as natives. For information on
' undisturbed ground is free of archaeophytes and neophytes see the
Invasiveand ;- cive non-native plant species [INCC website®, as well as the BSBI
b1 neop'hyte (including those listed on website® where the ‘Online Atlas of the PR FERS PSS PR PR PR IPRRS PR PR IPERS
spectes Schedule 9 of WCA®) and recently |British and Irish Flora’® contains an up-to-
introduced species. date list of the status of species. For
information on invasive non-native species
see the GB Non-Native Secretariat
website’.
This criterion addresses damaging
activities that may have led to or lead to
>90% of the hedgerow or deterioration in other attributes.
D2. Current undisturbed ground is free of . . h . Pass Pass Pass Pass Fail Fail Pass Fail Pass Pass
damage damage caused by human This could include evidence of pollution,
activities. piles of manure or rubble, or
inappropriate management practices (for
example, excessive hedgerow cutting).
Additional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only
There is more than one age-class
(or morphology) of tree present
(for example: young, mature, This criterion addresses if there are a
veteran and or ancientz), and range of age-classes or morphologies
(=il Tree class X N Pass Pass
there is on average at least one  [which allow for replacement of trees and
mature, ancient or veteran tree  [provide opportunities for different species.
present per 20 - 50m of
hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow trees
are in a healthy condition
e vetgra'n s i This criterion identifies if the trees are
valuable for wildlife). There is . . .
X X subject to damage which compromises the
E2. Tree health little or no evidence of an . Lo Pass Pass
adverse impact on tree health by survn'val and health of the individual
i X specimens.
damage from livestock or wild
animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.
Condition Good Good Good Good Moderate Good Moderate | Moderate Good Good
Category Category Requirements Metric Score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 4 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, Bl and C2 = 2
Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 4 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).
Category Category Requirements Metric score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 5 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1, C2and E1 |2
= Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 5 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).




HABITAT CONDITION ASSESSMENT MATRIX FOR STATUTORY BIODIVERSITY METRIC

aspect

Feature Reference
Criteria Ha4c H43A Notes (such as
H44D (with H44B H44a (with H42B H41B H41A F1H4 faoh1 justification)
trees) trees)
The average height of woody growth
. estimated from base of stem to the top of
Al. Height >1.5 m average along length . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
the shoots, excluding any bank beneath
the hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees.
The average width of woody growth
A2. Width >1.5 m average along length estimated at th.e widest p0|r'1t of the Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
This is the vertical 'gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow, and
its distance from the ground to the lowest
B1. Gap - hedge Gap between ground and base of |leafy growth. Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
base canopy <0.5 m for >90% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are
acceptable (see page 65 of the Hedgerow
Survev Handbook)
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow. Gaps
are complete breaks in the woody canopy
Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total (no matter how small).
B2. canopy length; and Pass Fail Pass Fail Fail Pass Fail Fail Pass Pass
continuity No canopy gaps >5 m Access points and gates contribute to the
overall ‘gappiness’ but are not subject to
the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical
size of a gate).
This is the level of disturbance (excluding
wildlife disturbance) at the base of the
hedgerow.
S W'dt,h o undls'turbed Undisturbed ground is present for at least
: et Wi perennfal 90% of the hedgerow length, greater than
Undisturbed herbaceous vegetation for >90% -
1 m in width and must be present along at
ClL groundfmd of length: least one side of the hedgerow. Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
perennial - Measured from outer edge of
RS feze e . This criterion recognises the value of the
° I [ETESERT N @R LR @l e hedgerow base as a boundary habitat with
hedgerow (at least). . .
the capacity to support a wide range of
species. Cultivation, heavily trodden
footpaths, poached ground etc. can limit
available habitat niches.
. . The indicator species used are nettles
Nutrient- Plant species indicative of . . .
X i X i Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine and
c2. enmhéd num_em SR leelE docks Rumex spp. Their presence, either Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Pass Fail Fail Fail
perennial dominate <20% cover of the area | .
i i singly or together, does not exceed the
vegetation of undisturbed ground. 20% cover threshold.
Recently introduced species refer to plants
that have naturalised in the UK since AD
1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count
>90% of the hedgerow and as natives. For information on
' undisturbed ground is free of archaeophytes and neophytes see the
Invasiveand ;- cive non-native plant species [INCC website®, as well as the BSBI
b1 neop'hyte (including those listed on website® where the ‘Online Atlas of the PR FERS PSS PR PR PR IPRRS PR PR IPERS
spectes Schedule 9 of WCA®) and recently |British and Irish Flora’® contains an up-to-
introduced species. date list of the status of species. For
information on invasive non-native species
see the GB Non-Native Secretariat
website’.
This criterion addresses damaging
activities that may have led to or lead to
>90% of the hedgerow or deterioration in other attributes.
Current undisturbed ground is free of
D2. . . . . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
damage damage caused by human This could include evidence of pollution,
activities. piles of manure or rubble, or
inappropriate management practices (for
example, excessive hedgerow cutting).
Additional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only
There is more than one age-class
(or morphology) of tree present
(for example: young, mature, This criterion addresses if there are a
veteran and or ancientz), and range of age-classes or morphologies
E1. Tree class X N Pass Pass
there is on average at least one  [which allow for replacement of trees and
mature, ancient or veteran tree  [provide opportunities for different species.
present per 20 - 50m of
hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow trees
are in a healthy condition
e vetgra'n s i This criterion identifies if the trees are
valuable for wildlife). There is . . .
X X subject to damage which compromises the
E2. Tree health little or no evidence of an . Lo Pass Pass
adverse impact on tree health by survn'val and health of the individual
i X specimens.
damage from livestock or wild
animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.
Condition Good Moderate Good Moderate | Moderate Good Good Good Good Good
Category Category Requirements Metric Score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 4 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, Bl and C2 = 2
Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 4 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).
Category Category Requirements Metric score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 5 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1, C2and E1 |2
= Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 5 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).




HABITAT CONDITION ASSESSMENT MATRIX FOR STATUTORY BIODIVERSITY METRIC

aspect

Feature Reference
S F1H1 F33H2 F33H3a F32H3 Notes (such as
Criteria 3 F1H2 (wth . F32H2 (WITH . s ( .
F39H1 F38H1 (with F33H1 (with (WITH F32H1 (with justification)
trees) TREES)
trees) trees) TREES) trees)
The average height of woody growth
. estimated from base of stem to the top of
Al. Height >1.5 m average along length . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
the shoots, excluding any bank beneath
the hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees.
The average width of woody growth
estimated at the widest point of the
A2. Width >1.5 m average along length . F . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
This is the vertical 'gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow, and
its distance from the ground to the lowest
Gap - hedge  [Gap between ground and base of |leafy growth. X X X X
B1. P & P g fve Pass Pass Pass Pass Fail Pass Fail Fail Fail Fail
base canopy <0.5 m for >90% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are
acceptable (see page 65 of the Hedgerow
Survev Handbook)
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow. Gaps
are complete breaks in the woody canopy
Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total (no matter how small).
B2. canopy length; and Pass Pass Pass Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail
continuity No canopy gaps >5 m Access points and gates contribute to the
overall ‘gappiness’ but are not subject to
the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical
size of a gate).
This is the level of disturbance (excluding
wildlife disturbance) at the base of the
hedgerow.
>1m ‘;Vldt-rhOf undls'tul"bEd Undisturbed ground is present for at least
: grounc wi perennfa 90% of the hedgerow length, greater than
Undisturbed herbaceous vegetation for >90% -
end] P 1 m in width and must be present along at
round an of length: . "
c. |8 ’ . least one side of the hedgerow. Pass Pass Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
perennial - Measured from outer edge of
LEEEIaTON hledgerowiand ide of th This criterion recognises the value of the
s present on one side of the hedgerow base as a boundary habitat with
hedgerow (at least). . .
the capacity to support a wide range of
species. Cultivation, heavily trodden
footpaths, poached ground etc. can limit
available habitat niches.
X L The indicator species used are nettles
Nutrient- Plant species indicative of . . .
iched A g Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine and
enrichel nutrient enrichment of soils ) . . . . . . . " .
c2. . ) docks Rumex spp. Their presence, either Pass Fail Pass Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail
perennial dominate <20% cover of the area | .
- £ undisturbed d singly or together, does not exceed the
vegetation of undisturbed ground. 20% cover threshold.
Recently introduced species refer to plants
that have naturalised in the UK since AD
1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count
>90% of the hedgerow and as natives. For information on
' undisturbed ground is free of archaeophytes and neophytes see the
o1 Invas:etand invasive non-native plant species [JNCC website’, as well as the BSBI P P P P [ P P P P P
: neoP vie (including those listed on website® where the ‘Online Atlas of the ChE GES CERS CEE CEE chi GES CEE chE 288
species
P Schedule 9 of WCA®) and recently |British and Irish Flora’® contains an up-to-
introduced species. date list of the status of species. For
information on invasive non-native species
see the GB Non-Native Secretariat
website’.
This criterion addresses damaging
activities that may have led to or lead to
>90% of the hedgerow or deterioration in other attributes.
Current undisturbed ground is free of "
D2. . . . . Pass Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
damage damage caused by human This could include evidence of pollution,
activities. piles of manure or rubble, or
inappropriate management practices (for
example, excessive hedgerow cutting).
Additional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only
There is more than one age-class
(or morphology) of tree present
(for example: young, mature, This criterion addresses if there are a
veteran and or ancientz), and range of age-classes or morphologies
(=il Tree class X N Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
there is on average at least one  [which allow for replacement of trees and
mature, ancient or veteran tree  [provide opportunities for different species.
present per 20 - 50m of
hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow trees
are in a healthy condition
e vetgra'n s i This criterion identifies if the trees are
valuable for wildlife). There is . . .
X X subject to damage which compromises the
E2. Tree health little or no evidence of an . Lo Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
X survival and health of the individual
adverse impact on tree health by .
i X specimens.
damage from livestock or wild
animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.
Condition Good Good Good Good Moderate Good Moderate | Moderate | Moderate | Moderate
Condition categories for hedgerows without trees
Category Category Requirements Metric Score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 4 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, Bl and C2 = 2
Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 4 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).
Condition categories for hedgerows with trees
Category Category Requirements Metric score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 5 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1, C2and E1 |2
= Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 5 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).




HABITAT CONDITION ASSESSMENT MATRIX FOR STATUTORY BIODIVERSITY METRIC

aspect

Feature Reference

Criteria F2H2 F2H3 F4H1 F4H2 F4H3 Notes (such as
F2H1 (with (WITH (WITH (WITH (WITH F27H2 F27H1 F24H1 justification)
trees) TREES) TREES) TREES) TREES)
The average height of woody growth
Al. Height >1.5 m average along length estimated from base of stem to the top of Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Fail
the shoots, excluding any bank beneath
the hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees.
The average width of woody growth
A2. Width >1.5 m average along length estimated at th.e widest p0|r'1t of the Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Fail
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
This is the vertical 'gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow, and
its distance from the ground to the lowest
BL. Gap - hedge Gap between ground and base of |leafy growth. Pass Pass Fail Fail Pass pass Eail Fail P
base canopy <0.5 m for >90% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are
acceptable (see page 65 of the Hedgerow
Survev Handbook)
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow. Gaps
are complete breaks in the woody canopy
Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total (no matter how small).
B2. canopy length; and Fail Pass Fail Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass Fail
continuity No canopy gaps >5 m Access points and gates contribute to the
overall ‘gappiness’ but are not subject to
the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical
size of a gate).
This is the level of disturbance (excluding
wildlife disturbance) at the base of the
hedgerow.
S W'dt,h o undls'turbed Undisturbed ground is present for at least
: et Wi perennfal 90% of the hedgerow length, greater than
Undisturbed herbaceous vegetation for >90% -
1 m in width and must be present along at
ClL groundfmd of length: least one side of the hedgerow. Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
perennial - Measured from outer edge of
RS feze e . This criterion recognises the value of the
° I [ETESERT N @R LR @l e hedgerow base as a boundary habitat with
Ifermny (i s the capacity to support a wide range of
species. Cultivation, heavily trodden
footpaths, poached ground etc. can limit
available habitat niches.
. . The indicator species used are nettles
Nutrient- Plant species indicative of . . .
X i X i Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine and
c2. enmhéd num_em SR leelE docks Rumex spp. Their presence, either Fail Pass Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail
perennial dominate <20% cover of the area | .
i i singly or together, does not exceed the
vegetation of undisturbed ground. 20% cover threshold.
Recently introduced species refer to plants
that have naturalised in the UK since AD
1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count
>90% of the hedgerow and as natives. For information on
' undisturbed ground is free of archaeophytes and neophytes see the
Invasiveand ;- cive non-native plant species [INCC website®, as well as the BSBI
b1 neop'hyte (including those listed on website® where the ‘Online Atlas of the PR FERS PSS PR PR PR IPRRS PR PR
spectes Schedule 9 of WCA®) and recently |British and Irish Flora’® contains an up-to-
introduced species. date list of the status of species. For
information on invasive non-native species
see the GB Non-Native Secretariat
website’.
This criterion addresses damaging
activities that may have led to or lead to
>90% of the hedgerow or deterioration in other attributes.
Current undisturbed ground is free of
p2. damage damage causged by human This could include evidence of pollution, s FERE iPERE IPERE IPERE IPERE IFERE IPERE IPERE
activities. piles of manure or rubble, or
inappropriate management practices (for
example, excessive hedgerow cutting).
Additional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only
There is more than one age-class
(or morphology) of tree present
(for example: young, mature, This criterion addresses if there are a
veteran and or ancientz), and range of age-classes or morphologies
E1. Tree class X N Pass Pass
there is on average at least one  [which allow for replacement of trees and
mature, ancient or veteran tree  [provide opportunities for different species.
present per 20 - 50m of
hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow trees
are in a healthy condition
e vetgra'n s i This criterion identifies if the trees are
valuable for wildlife). There is . . .
X X subject to damage which compromises the
E2. Tree health little or no evidence of an . RS Pass Pass
adverse impact on tree health by survn'val and health of the individual
i X specimens.
damage from livestock or wild
animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.
Condition Good Good Moderate | Moderate Good Good Good Good Moderate

Condition categories for hedgerows without trees

condition).

Category Category Requirements Metric Score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 4 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, Bl and C2 = 2
Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 4 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1

Condition categories for hedgerows with trees

condition).

Category Category Requirements Metric score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 5 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1, C2and E1 |2
= Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 5 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1




HABITAT CONDITION ASSESSMENT MATRIX FOR STATUTORY BIODIVERSITY METRIC

aspect

Feature Reference
F2H4 with
Criteria F23H1 F23H2 F3H1 F3H2 F26H1A trees(F36H Notes (such as
F24H2 (with WITH (with (with (with F1H3 1ES F37H3A F37H3B justification)
trees) TREES trees) trees) trees) update
2025)
The average height of woody growth
~ R 05 | length estimated from base of stem to the top of P P P P P P P P P P
. >1. .
eig m average along leng fira et el ey ek areEtn i ass ass ass ass ass ass ass ass ass ass
hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees.
The average width of woody growth
estimated at the widest point of the
A2. Width >1.5 m average along length . ? R Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
This is the vertical gappiness of the woody
component of the hedgerow, and its
distance from the ground to the lowest
Gap - hedge Gap between ground and base of |leafy growth. ) .
B1. P € P & fve Fail Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
base canopy <0.5 m for >90% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are
acceptable (see page 65 of the Hedgerow
Survev Handbook)
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow. Gaps
are complete breaks in the woody canopy
Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total (no matter how small).
B2. canopy length; and Fail Fail Pass Fail Fail Pass Pass Fail Pass Pass
continuity No canopy gaps >5m Access points and gates contribute to the
overall ‘gappiness’ but are not subject to
the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical size
of a gate).
This is the level of disturbance (excluding
wildlife disturbance) at the base of the
hedgerow.
el ‘gldt,hh()f undlsFulrbed Undisturbed ground is present for at least
. . perenn!a 90% of the hedgerow length, greater than
Undisturbed herbaceous vegetation for >90% A crefl
dand £ lenath 1 m in width and must be present along at
round an of length: . .
c. |8 h < least one side of the hedgerow. Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Fail
perennial - Measured from outer edge of
pestaton hledgerow;tand ide of th This criterion recognises the value of the
.h sdpresen onlone side ofthe hedgerow base as a boundary habitat with
ey (it i) the capacity to support a wide range of
species. Cultivation, heavily trodden
footpaths, poached ground etc. can limit
available habitat niches.
. L The indicator species used are nettles
Nutrient- Plant species indicative of . ) .
ched A  of soil Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine and
enriche nutrient enrichment of soils . k . . . . q A g 5 . 5
c2. . ) docks Rumex spp. Their presence, either Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail
perennial dominate <20% cover of the area | .
- £ undisturbed d singly or together, does not exceed the
vegetation of undisturbed ground. 20% cover threshold.
Recently introduced species refer to plants
that have naturalised in the UK since AD
1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count as
>90% of the hedgert{w and natives. For information on archaeophytes
Invasive and undisturbed ground is free of and neophytes see the JNCC website®, as
invasive non-native plant species 5 o~
D1. neophyte R X ) well as the BSBI website’ where the ‘Online Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
X (including those listed on Atlas of the British and Irish Flora’®
species t t iti : , tai
P Schedule 9 of WCA3) and recently as orthe r|‘|s andrish rlora cor? ains
i . an up-to-date list of the status of species.
introduced species. B | ) K )
For information on invasive non-native
species see the GB Non-Native Secretariat
website’.
This criterion addresses damaging activities
that may have led to or lead to
>90% of the hedgerow or deterioration in other attributes.
Current undisturbed ground is free of " . q A
D2.
damage damage caused by human This could include evidence of pollution, s gail s P el P s Pk gl gail
activities. piles of manure or rubble, or inappropriate
management practices (for example,
excessive hedgerow cutting).
Additional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only
There is more than one age-class
(or morphology) of tree present
(for example: young, mature, This criterion addresses if there are a range
ient® of age-classes or morphologies which allow
El. Tree class Vemraf‘ e @ Enti ) g [ . Fail Fail Pass Pass Pass Fail
there is on average at least one  |for replacement of trees and provide
mature, ancient or veteran tree opportunities for different species.
present per 20 - 50m of
hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow trees
are in a healthy condition
toxdluiliin vet.era'n figiies i This criterion identifies if the trees are
valuable for wildlife). There is . . .
X ) subject to damage which compromises the
E2. Tree health little or no evidence of an adverse X R Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
N survival and health of the individual
impact on tree health by damage .
) R ) specimens.
from livestock or wild animals,
pests or diseases, or human
activity.
Condition Moderate | Moderate | Moderate Good Moderate Good Good Moderate Good Moderate

Condition categories for hedgerows without trees

condition).

Category Category Requirements Metric Score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional
group.
No more than 4 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and C2 = 2
Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 4 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1

Condition categories for hedgerows with trees

condition).

Category Category Requirements Metric score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 5 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1, C2and E1 = (2
Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 5 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1




HABITAT CONDITION ASSESSMENT MATRIX FOR STATUTORY BIODIVERSITY METRIC

aspect

Feature Reference
Criteria F37H2 F37H1B F37H1A H18a with h22c h22d (WITH N.ote.s .(sutfh as
F37H3C (WITH (WITH (WITH h22a h22b (WITH h22e justification)
trees TREES)
TREES) TREES) TREES) TREES)
The average height of woody growth
Al. Height >1.5 m average along length estimated from base of stem to the top of Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
the shoots, excluding any bank beneath
the hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees.
The average width of woody growth
A2. Width >1.5 m average along length estimated at th.e widest p0|r'1t of the Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
This is the vertical 'gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow, and
its distance from the ground to the lowest
B1. Gap - hedge Gap between ground and base of |leafy growth. Pass Pass Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
base canopy <0.5 m for >90% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are
acceptable (see page 65 of the Hedgerow
Survev Handbook)
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow. Gaps
are complete breaks in the woody canopy
Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total (no matter how small).
B2. canopy length; and Pass Pass Fail Pass Fail Fail Fail Fail Pass Pass
continuity No canopy gaps >5 m Access points and gates contribute to the
overall ‘gappiness’ but are not subject to
the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical
size of a gate).
This is the level of disturbance (excluding
wildlife disturbance) at the base of the
hedgerow.
S W'dt,h o undls'turbed Undisturbed ground is present for at least
: et Wi perennfal 90% of the hedgerow length, greater than
Undisturbed herbaceous vegetation for >90% -
1 m in width and must be present along at
ClL groundfmd of length: least one side of the hedgerow. Pass Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
perennial - Measured from outer edge of
RS feze e . This criterion recognises the value of the
° I [ETESERT N @R LR @l e hedgerow base as a boundary habitat with
Ifermny (i s the capacity to support a wide range of
species. Cultivation, heavily trodden
footpaths, poached ground etc. can limit
available habitat niches.
. . The indicator species used are nettles
Nutrient- Plant species indicative of . . .
X i X i Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine and
c2. enmhéd num_ent SR leelE docks Rumex spp. Their presence, either Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Pass Fail Fail Fail Fail
perennial dominate <20% cover of the area | .
i i singly or together, does not exceed the
vegetation of undisturbed ground. 20% cover threshold.
Recently introduced species refer to plants
that have naturalised in the UK since AD
1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count
>90% of the hedgerow and as natives. For information on
' undisturbed ground is free of archaeophytes and neophytes see the
Invasiveand ;- cive non-native plant species [INCC website®, as well as the BSBI
b1 neop'hyte (including those listed on website® where the ‘Online Atlas of the PR FERS PSS PR PR PR IPRRS PR PR IPERS
spectes Schedule 9 of WCA®) and recently |British and Irish Flora’® contains an up-to-
introduced species. date list of the status of species. For
information on invasive non-native species
see the GB Non-Native Secretariat
website’.
This criterion addresses damaging
activities that may have led to or lead to
>90% of the hedgerow or deterioration in other attributes.
D2. Current undisturbed ground is free of Pass Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass Fail Pass Pass Pass
damage damage caused by human This could include evidence of pollution,
activities. piles of manure or rubble, or
inappropriate management practices (for
example, excessive hedgerow cutting).
Additional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only
There is more than one age-class
(or morphology) of tree present
(for example: young, mature, This criterion addresses if there are a
E1. Tree class VEtera,n aIlan andentz)’ and ran.ge of age-classes or morphologies Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass
there is on average at least one  [which allow for replacement of trees and
mature, ancient or veteran tree  [provide opportunities for different species.
present per 20 - 50m of
hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow trees
are in a healthy condition
e vetgra'n s i This criterion identifies if the trees are
valuable for wildlife). There is . . .
X X subject to damage which compromises the
E2. Tree health little or no evidence of an . Lo Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
adverse impact on tree health by survn'val and health of the individual
i X specimens.
damage from livestock or wild
animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.
Condition Good Moderate | Moderate Good Good Good Moderate Good Good Good
Category Category Requirements Metric Score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 4 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, Bl and C2 = 2
Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 4 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).
Category Category Requirements Metric score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 5 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1, C2and E1 |2
= Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 5 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).




HABITAT CONDITION ASSESSMENT MATRIX FOR STATUTORY BIODIVERSITY METRIC

aspect

Feature Reference

S h29a h29b Notes (such as
Criteria h5a (with h5c (with s ( .
(WITH (WITH h5b h5d h5e h5f héa héb justification)
trees) trees)
TREES) TREES)
The average height of woody growth
. estimated from base of stem to the top of
Al. Height >1.5 m average along length . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
the shoots, excluding any bank beneath
the hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees.
The average width of woody growth
estimated at the widest point of the
A2. Width >1.5 m average along length . F . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
This is the vertical 'gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow, and
its distance from the ground to the lowest
Gap - hedge Gap between ground and base of |leafy growth. ) . . " .
B1. P & P g fve Pass Pass Fail Pass Fail Fail Fail Pass Fail Pass
base canopy <0.5 m for >90% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are
acceptable (see page 65 of the Hedgerow
Survev Handbook)
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow. Gaps
are complete breaks in the woody canopy
Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total (no matter how small).
B2. canopy length; and Fail Fail Pass Pass Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Pass
continuity No canopy gaps >5 m Access points and gates contribute to the
overall ‘gappiness’ but are not subject to
the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical
size of a gate).
This is the level of disturbance (excluding
wildlife disturbance) at the base of the
hedgerow.
>1m ‘;Vldt-rhOf undls'tul"bEd Undisturbed ground is present for at least
: grounc wi perennfa 90% of the hedgerow length, greater than
Undisturbed herbaceous vegetation for >90% -
end] P 1 m in width and must be present along at
round an of length: .
c. |8 ’ . least one side of the hedgerow. Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
perennial - Measured from outer edge of
vegetation hledgerowiand ide of th This criterion recognises the value of the
s present on one side of the hedgerow base as a boundary habitat with
hedgerow (at least). . .
the capacity to support a wide range of
species. Cultivation, heavily trodden
footpaths, poached ground etc. can limit
available habitat niches.
X L The indicator species used are nettles
Nutrient- Plant species indicative of . . .
iched A g Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine and
enrichel nutrient enrichment of soils ) . . . " . . . " " .
c2. . ) docks Rumex spp. Their presence, either Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Pass Fail Fail
perennial dominate <20% cover of the area | .
- £ undisturbed d singly or together, does not exceed the
vegetation of undisturbed ground. 20% cover threshold.
Recently introduced species refer to plants
that have naturalised in the UK since AD
1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count
>90% of the hedgerow and as natives. For information on
' undisturbed ground is free of archaeophytes and neophytes see the
o1 Invas:etand invasive non-native plant species |JNCC website*, as well as the BSBI . : 5 5 . . . 5 . 5
: neoP vie (including those listed on website® where the ‘Online Atlas of the ChE GES CERS CEE CEE chi GES CEE chE 288
species
P Schedule 9 of WCA®) and recently |British and Irish Flora’® contains an up-to-
introduced species. date list of the status of species. For
information on invasive non-native species
see the GB Non-Native Secretariat
website’.
This criterion addresses damaging
activities that may have led to or lead to
>90% of the hedgerow or deterioration in other attributes.
Current undisturbed ground is free of " "
D2. 8 . . . . Pass Pass Pass Fail Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
damage damage caused by human This could include evidence of pollution,
activities. piles of manure or rubble, or
inappropriate management practices (for
example, excessive hedgerow cutting).
Additional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only
There is more than one age-class
(or morphology) of tree present
(for example: young, mature, This criterion addresses if there are a
veteran and or ancientz), and range of age-classes or morphologies )
El. Tree class X . Pass Fail Pass Pass
there is on average at least one  [which allow for replacement of trees and
mature, ancient or veteran tree  [provide opportunities for different species.
present per 20 - 50m of
hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow trees
are in a healthy condition
e vetgra'n s i This criterion identifies if the trees are
valuable for wildlife). There is . . .
X X subject to damage which compromises the
E2. Tree health little or no evidence of an . Lo Pass Pass Pass Pass
X survival and health of the individual
adverse impact on tree health by .
i X specimens.
damage from livestock or wild
animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.
Condition Good Moderate Good Good Moderate | Moderate | Moderate Good Moderate Good

Condition categories for hedgerows without trees

condition).

Category Category Requirements Metric Score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 4 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, Bl and C2 = 2
Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 4 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1

Condition categories for hedgerows with trees

condition).

Category Category Requirements Metric score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 5 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1, C2and E1 |2
= Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 5 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1




HABITAT CONDITION ASSESSMENT MATRIX FOR STATUTORY BIODIVERSITY METRIC

aspect

Feature Reference
Criteria h7c (with hoa (with hob (with Notes (such as
¢ (wi a (wi wi Tt
h7a h7b h8a h8b h8c h8d h9bi justification)
tres) trees) trees)
The average height of woody growth
estimated from base of stem to the top of
Al. Height >1.5 m average along length . 7 Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
the shoots, excluding any bank beneath
the hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees.
The average width of woody growth
. estimated at the widest point of the
A2. Width >1.5 m average along length . . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
This is the vertical "'gappiness” of the
woody component of the hedgerow, and
its distance from the ground to the lowest
Gap - hedge Gap between ground and base of |leafy growth. ) )
B1. P & P 8 Ve Fail Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
base canopy <0.5 m for >90% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are
acceptable (see page 65 of the Hedgerow
Survev Handbook)
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow. Gaps
are complete breaks in the woody canopy
Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total (no matter how small).
B2. canopy length; and Fail Fail Fail Fail Pass Pass Pass Fail Pass Pass
continuity No canopy gaps >5 m Access points and gates contribute to the
overall ‘gappiness’ but are not subject to
the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical
size of a gate).
This is the level of disturbance (excluding
wildlife disturbance) at the base of the
hedgerow.
>1m v(;“dt:h(’f undls“tul"bEd Undisturbed ground is present for at least
i ground wi perenn.la 90% of the hedgerow length, greater than
Undisturbed herbaceous vegetation for >90% N
dand fl h 1 m in width and must be present along at
round an of length: . " "
C1. g . et least one side of the hedgerow. Fail Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
perennial - Measured from outer edge of
LeeSteton hledgerow;tand . This criterion recognises the value of the
S present on one side ot the hedgerow base as a boundary habitat with
hedgerow (at least). . K
the capacity to support a wide range of
species. Cultivation, heavily trodden
footpaths, poached ground etc. can limit
available habitat niches.
. o The indicator species used are nettles
Nutrient- Plant species indicative of i i .
ched S G eree] Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine and
enrichel nutrient enrichment of soils . . . X . " " " " " " .
c2. . X docks Rumex spp. Their presence, either Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail
perennial dominate <20% cover of the area | .
- ¢ undisturbed p singly or together, does not exceed the
vegetation of undisturbed ground. 20% cover threshold.
Recently introduced species refer to plants
that have naturalised in the UK since AD
1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count
>90% of the hedgerow and as natives. For information on
) g undisturbed ground is free of archaeophytes and neophytes see the
o1 Invas::/etan invasive non-native plant species |JNCC website®, as well as the BSBI B - 5 5 - - B 5 B 5
: neop‘ vie (including those listed on website® where the ‘Online Atlas of the ass ass ass ass ass ass ass ass ass ass
species
P Schedule 9 of WCA®) and recently |British and Irish Flora® contains an up-to-
introduced species. date list of the status of species. For
information on invasive non-native species
see the GB Non-Native Secretariat
o 7
website”.
This criterion addresses damaging
activities that may have led to or lead to
>90% of the hedgerow or deterioration in other attributes.
Current undisturbed ground is free of . . .
D2. 8 . . . . Fail Fail Pass Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
damage damage caused by human This could include evidence of pollution,
activities. piles of manure or rubble, or
inappropriate management practices (for
example, excessive hedgerow cutting).
Additional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only
There is more than one age-class
(or morphology) of tree present
(for example: young, mature, This criterion addresses if there are a
ient® range of age-classes or morphologies
E1. Tree class vetera'n EIE @ G, e g g 7 & Pass Pass Pass
there is on average at least one  |which allow for replacement of trees and
mature, ancient or veteran tree  [provide opportunities for different species.
present per 20 - 50m of
hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow trees
are in a healthy condition
el vet&-erar\ (RS . This criterion identifies if the trees are
valuable for wildlife). There is . . .
i X subject to damage which compromises the
E2. Tree health little or no evidence of an . . Pass Pass Pass
X survival and health of the individual
adverse impact on tree health by R
X X specimens.
damage from livestock or wild
animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.
Condition Poor Poor Good Moderate Good Good Good Good Good Good
Condition categories for hedgerows without trees
Category Category Requirements Metric Score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 4 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, Bl and C2 = 2
Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 4 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).
Condition categories for hedgerows with trees
Category Category Requirements Metric score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 5 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1, C2and E1 |2
= Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 5 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).




HABITAT CONDITION ASSESSMENT MATRIX FOR STATUTORY BIODIVERSITY METRIC

aspect

Feature Reference

- h10a2 Notes (such as
Criteria h12a (with h9c (with . h1la (with e e .
( h12b h12c ( hod h9e h10al (with h10b ( justification)
trees) trees) trees)
trees)
The average height of woody growth
. estimated from base of stem to the top of
Al. Height >1.5 m average along length . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
the shoots, excluding any bank beneath
the hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees.
The average width of woody growth
estimated at the widest point of the
A2. Width >1.5 m average along length . F . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
This is the vertical 'gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow, and
its distance from the ground to the lowest
Gap - hedge  [Gap between ground and base of |leafy growth. : X X X i
B1. P & P g fve Fail Pass Pass Pass Fail Fail Fail Fail Pass Pass
base canopy <0.5 m for >90% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are
acceptable (see page 65 of the Hedgerow
Survev Handbook)
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow. Gaps
are complete breaks in the woody canopy
Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total (no matter how small).
B2. canopy length; and Pass Pass Fail Pass Fail Fail Pass Pass Fail Fail
continuity No canopy gaps >5 m Access points and gates contribute to the
overall ‘gappiness’ but are not subject to
the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical
size of a gate).
This is the level of disturbance (excluding
wildlife disturbance) at the base of the
hedgerow.
>1m ‘;Vldt-rhOf undls'tul"bEd Undisturbed ground is present for at least
: grounc wi perennfa 90% of the hedgerow length, greater than
Undisturbed herbaceous vegetation for >90% -
end] P 1 m in width and must be present along at
round an of length: .
c. |8 ’ . least one side of the hedgerow. Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
perennial - Measured from outer edge of
vegetation hledgerowiand ide of th This criterion recognises the value of the
s present on one side of the hedgerow base as a boundary habitat with
hedgerow (at least). . .
the capacity to support a wide range of
species. Cultivation, heavily trodden
footpaths, poached ground etc. can limit
available habitat niches.
. . The indicator species used are nettles
Nutrient- Plant species indicative of . . .
iched A g Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine and
enrichel nutrient enrichment of soils ) . . . " . . . " . " .
c2. . ) docks Rumex spp. Their presence, either Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail
perennial dominate <20% cover of the area | .
- £ undisturbed d singly or together, does not exceed the
vegetation of undisturbed ground. 20% cover threshold.
Recently introduced species refer to plants
that have naturalised in the UK since AD
1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count
>90% of the hedgerow and as natives. For information on
' undisturbed ground is free of archaeophytes and neophytes see the
o1 Invas:etand invasive non-native plant species [JNCC website®, as well as the BSBI . : 5 5 . . . 5 . 5
: neoP vte (including those listed on website® where the ‘Online Atlas of the CEE EE EE EEE EEE 288 EE 283 EEE CE
species
P Schedule 9 of WCA®) and recently |British and Irish Flora’® contains an up-to-
introduced species. date list of the status of species. For
information on invasive non-native species
see the GB Non-Native Secretariat
website’.
This criterion addresses damaging
activities that may have led to or lead to
>90% of the hedgerow or deterioration in other attributes.
Current undisturbed ground is free of
D2. . . . . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
damage damage caused by human This could include evidence of pollution,
activities. piles of manure or rubble, or
inappropriate management practices (for
example, excessive hedgerow cutting).
Additional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only
There is more than one age-class
(or morphology) of tree present
(for example: young, mature, This criterion addresses if there are a
veteran and or ancientz), and range of age-classes or morphologies ) X
El. Tree class X . Pass Fail Pass Fail
there is on average at least one  [which allow for replacement of trees and
mature, ancient or veteran tree  [provide opportunities for different species.
present per 20 - 50m of
hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow trees
are in a healthy condition
e vetgra'n s i This criterion identifies if the trees are
valuable for wildlife). There is . . .
X X subject to damage which compromises the
E2. Tree health little or no evidence of an . Lo Pass Pass Pass Pass
X survival and health of the individual
adverse impact on tree health by .
i X specimens.
damage from livestock or wild
animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.
Condition Good Good Good Good Moderate | Moderate Good Good Good Moderate

Condition categories for hedgerows without trees

condition).

Category Category Requirements Metric Score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 4 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, Bl and C2 = 2
Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 4 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1

Condition categories for hedgerows with trees

condition).

Category Category Requirements Metric score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 5 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1, C2and E1 |2
= Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 5 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1




HABITAT CONDITION ASSESSMENT MATRIX FOR STATUTORY BIODIVERSITY METRIC

aspect

Feature Reference
Criteria hl.lb h13a (with N.ote.s .(sutfh as
(with hlic hild hlle o ) h13b h13c h13d hl4a h14b justification)
trees) M
The average height of woody growth
. estimated from base of stem to the top of
Al. Height >1.5 m average along length . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
the shoots, excluding any bank beneath
the hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees.
The average width of woody growth
A2. Width >1.5 m average along length estimated at th.e widest p0|r'1t of the Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Fail Pass Pass
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
This is the vertical 'gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow, and
its distance from the ground to the lowest
g |02p-hedge |Gapbetween ground and base of leaty growth. Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Fail Pass Fail Fail
base canopy <0.5 m for >90% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are
acceptable (see page 65 of the Hedgerow
Survev Handbook)
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow. Gaps
are complete breaks in the woody canopy
Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total (no matter how small).
B2. canopy length; and Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Pass Fail Fail Fail Pass
continuity No canopy gaps >5 m Access points and gates contribute to the
overall ‘gappiness’ but are not subject to
the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical
size of a gate).
This is the level of disturbance (excluding
wildlife disturbance) at the base of the
hedgerow.
S W'dt,h o undls'turbed Undisturbed ground is present for at least
: et Wi perennfal 90% of the hedgerow length, greater than
Undisturbed herbaceous vegetation for >90% -
1 m in width and must be present along at
ClL groundfmd of length: least one side of the hedgerow. Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
perennial - Measured from outer edge of
RS feze e . This criterion recognises the value of the
° I [ETESERT N @R LR @l e hedgerow base as a boundary habitat with
hedgerow (at least). . .
the capacity to support a wide range of
species. Cultivation, heavily trodden
footpaths, poached ground etc. can limit
available habitat niches.
. . The indicator species used are nettles
Nutrient- Plant species indicative of . . .
X i X i Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine and
c2. enmhéd num_em SR leelE docks Rumex spp. Their presence, either Pass Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail
perennial dominate <20% cover of the area | .
i i singly or together, does not exceed the
vegetation of undisturbed ground. 20% cover threshold.
Recently introduced species refer to plants
that have naturalised in the UK since AD
1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count
>90% of the hedgerow and as natives. For information on
' undisturbed ground is free of archaeophytes and neophytes see the
Invasiveand ;- cive non-native plant species [INCC website®, as well as the BSBI
b1 neop'hyte (including those listed on website® where the ‘Online Atlas of the PR FERS PSS PR PR PR IPRRS PR PR IPERS
spectes Schedule 9 of WCA®) and recently |British and Irish Flora’® contains an up-to-
introduced species. date list of the status of species. For
information on invasive non-native species
see the GB Non-Native Secretariat
website’.
This criterion addresses damaging
activities that may have led to or lead to
>90% of the hedgerow or deterioration in other attributes.
D2. Current undisturbed ground is free of . . . . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Fail Fail Pass
damage damage caused by human This could include evidence of pollution,
activities. piles of manure or rubble, or
inappropriate management practices (for
example, excessive hedgerow cutting).
Additional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only
There is more than one age-class
(or morphology) of tree present
(for example: young, mature, This criterion addresses if there are a
veteran and or ancientz), and range of age-classes or morphologies .
El. Tree class X . Fail Pass
there is on average at least one  [which allow for replacement of trees and
mature, ancient or veteran tree  [provide opportunities for different species.
present per 20 - 50m of
hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow trees
are in a healthy condition
e vetgra'n s i This criterion identifies if the trees are
valuable for wildlife). There is . . .
X X subject to damage which compromises the
E2. Tree health little or no evidence of an . RS Pass Pass
adverse impact on tree health by survn'val and health of the individual
i X specimens.
damage from livestock or wild
animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.
Condition Moderate Good Good Good Good Good Moderate | Moderate | Moderate Good
Category Category Requirements Metric Score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 4 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, Bl and C2 = 2
Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 4 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).
Category Category Requirements Metric score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 5 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1, C2and E1 |2
= Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 5 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).




HABITAT CONDITION ASSESSMENT MATRIX FOR STATUTORY BIODIVERSITY METRIC

aspect

Feature Reference
Criteria h1.6b - h3-7e| ) h20a (with N.ote.s .(sutfh as
h15a hi6a (with h16bi hié6c hied (with h37eii . ) h20b justification)
trees) trees) =
The average height of woody growth
Al. Height >1.5 m average along length estimated from base of stem to the top of Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
the shoots, excluding any bank beneath
the hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees.
The average width of woody growth
A2. Width >1.5 m average along length estimated at th.e widest p0|r'1t of the Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
This is the vertical 'gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow, and
its distance from the ground to the lowest
B1. Gap - hedge Gap between ground and base of |leafy growth. Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Pass Pass Pass Fail Fail
base canopy <0.5 m for >90% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are
acceptable (see page 65 of the Hedgerow
Survev Handbook)
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow. Gaps
are complete breaks in the woody canopy
Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total (no matter how small).
B2. canopy length; and Fail Fail Fail Pass Fail Pass Pass Fail Pass Fail
continuity No canopy gaps >5 m Access points and gates contribute to the
overall ‘gappiness’ but are not subject to
the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical
size of a gate).
This is the level of disturbance (excluding
wildlife disturbance) at the base of the
hedgerow.
Pl W'dt,h @i undls'turbed Undisturbed ground is present for at least
: et Wi perennfal 90% of the hedgerow length, greater than
Undisturbed herbaceous vegetation for >90% -
1 m in width and must be present along at
c1, [eroundand foflength: least one side of the hedgerow. Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
perennial - Measured from outer edge of
RS feze e . This criterion recognises the value of the
° I [ETESERT N @R LR @l e hedgerow base as a boundary habitat with
hedgerow (at least). . .
the capacity to support a wide range of
species. Cultivation, heavily trodden
footpaths, poached ground etc. can limit
available habitat niches.
X L The indicator species used are nettles
Nutrient- Plant species indicative of . . .
X i X i Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine and
c2. enmhéd num_ent SR leelE docks Rumex spp. Their presence, either Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail
perennial dominate <20% cover of the area | .
i i singly or together, does not exceed the
vegetation of undisturbed ground. 20% cover threshold.
Recently introduced species refer to plants
that have naturalised in the UK since AD
1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count
>90% of the hedgerow and as natives. For information on
' undisturbed ground is free of archaeophytes and neophytes see the
Invasiveand ;- cive non-native plant species [INCC website®, as well as the BSBI
b1 neop'hyte (including those listed on website® where the ‘Online Atlas of the PR FERS PSS PR PR PR IPRRS PR PR IPERS
spectes Schedule 9 of WCA®) and recently |British and Irish Flora’® contains an up-to-
introduced species. date list of the status of species. For
information on invasive non-native species
see the GB Non-Native Secretariat
website’.
This criterion addresses damaging
activities that may have led to or lead to
>90% of the hedgerow or deterioration in other attributes.
Current undisturbed ground is free of
D2. . . . . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
damage damage caused by human This could include evidence of pollution,
activities. piles of manure or rubble, or
inappropriate management practices (for
example, excessive hedgerow cutting).
Additional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only
There is more than one age-class
(or morphology) of tree present
(for example: young, mature, This criterion addresses if there are a
veteran and or ancientz), and range of age-classes or morphologies
(=il Tree class X N Pass Pass Pass
there is on average at least one  [which allow for replacement of trees and
mature, ancient or veteran tree  [provide opportunities for different species.
present per 20 - 50m of
hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow trees
are in a healthy condition
e vetgra'n s i This criterion identifies if the trees are
valuable for wildlife). There is . . .
X X subject to damage which compromises the
E2. Tree health little or no evidence of an . Lo Pass Pass Pass
adverse impact on tree health by survn'val and health of the individual
i X specimens.
damage from livestock or wild
animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.
Condition Moderate | Moderate | Moderate Good Moderate Good Good Good Good Moderate
Category Category Requirements Metric Score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 4 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, Bl and C2 = 2
Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 4 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).
Category Category Requirements Metric score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 5 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1, C2and E1 |2
= Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 5 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).




HABITAT CONDITION ASSESSMENT MATRIX FOR STATUTORY BIODIVERSITY METRIC

aspect

Feature Reference

S h20ci h37b Notes (such as
Criteria h20c (with ., h36b (WITH . ( .
(WITH h21a h21b h21c (WITH h36bi h36¢c justification)
trees) TREES)
TREES) TREES)
The average height of woody growth
Al Height 1.5 | length estimated from base of stem to the top of Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Fail Pass
. ei >1. .
g fm average along leng the shoots, excluding any bank beneath !
the hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees.
The average width of woody growth
estimated at the widest point of the
A2. Width >1.5 m average along length . F . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Fail Pass
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
This is the vertical 'gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow, and
its distance from the ground to the lowest
Gap - hedge Gap between ground and base of |leafy growth. ) . ) X
B1. P & P g fve Pass Pass Fail Fail Fail Pass Pass Fail Pass
base canopy <0.5 m for >90% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are
acceptable (see page 65 of the Hedgerow
Survev Handbook)
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow. Gaps
are complete breaks in the woody canopy
Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total (no matter how small).
B2. canopy length; and Pass Fail Fail Fail Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass
continuity No canopy gaps >5 m Access points and gates contribute to the
overall ‘gappiness’ but are not subject to
the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical
size of a gate).
This is the level of disturbance (excluding
wildlife disturbance) at the base of the
hedgerow.
>1m ‘Zldt:hOf undls'tul"bEd Undisturbed ground is present for at least
: grounc wi perennfa 90% of the hedgerow length, greater than
Undisturbed herbaceous vegetation for >90% -
end] P 1 m in width and must be present along at
round an of length: . .
c. |8 ’ . least one side of the hedgerow. Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Fail Pass Pass Pass
perennial - Measured from outer edge of
LEEEIaTON hledgerowiand ide of th This criterion recognises the value of the
s present on one side of the hedgerow base as a boundary habitat with
hedgerow (at least). . .
the capacity to support a wide range of
species. Cultivation, heavily trodden
footpaths, poached ground etc. can limit
available habitat niches.
X L The indicator species used are nettles
Nutrient- Plant species indicative of . . .
iched A g Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine and
enrichel nutrient enrichment of soils ) . . . " . . . " . .
c2. . ) docks Rumex spp. Their presence, either Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail
perennial dominate <20% cover of the area | .
- £ undisturbed d singly or together, does not exceed the
vegetation of undisturbed ground. 20% cover threshold.
Recently introduced species refer to plants
that have naturalised in the UK since AD
1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count
>90% of the hedgerow and as natives. For information on
' undisturbed ground is free of archaeophytes and neophytes see the
o1 Invas:etand invasive non-native plant species |JNCC website*, as well as the BSBI . : 5 5 . . . 5 5
: neoP vie (including those listed on website® where the ‘Online Atlas of the ChE GES CERS CEE CEE chi GES GES 388
species
P Schedule 9 of WCA®) and recently |British and Irish Flora’® contains an up-to-
introduced species. date list of the status of species. For
information on invasive non-native species
see the GB Non-Native Secretariat
website’.
This criterion addresses damaging
activities that may have led to or lead to
>90% of the hedgerow or deterioration in other attributes.
C t disturbed dis fi f
D2. urren undisturbed groundis iree o . . . . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
damage damage caused by human This could include evidence of pollution,
activities. piles of manure or rubble, or
inappropriate management practices (for
example, excessive hedgerow cutting).
Additional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only
There is more than one age-class
(or morphology) of tree present
(for example: young, mature, This criterion addresses if there are a
veteran and or ancientz), and range of age-classes or morphologies
(=il Tree class X N Pass Pass Pass
there is on average at least one  [which allow for replacement of trees and
mature, ancient or veteran tree  [provide opportunities for different species.
present per 20 - 50m of
hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow trees
are in a healthy condition
el vetgra'n EEies i This criterion identifies if the trees are
valuable for wildlife). There is . . .
X X subject to damage which compromises the
E2. Tree health little or no evidence of an . Lo Pass Pass Pass
X survival and health of the individual
adverse impact on tree health by .
i X specimens.
damage from livestock or wild
animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.
Condition Good Good Moderate | Moderate | Moderate Good Good Moderate Good

Condition categories for hedgerows without trees

condition).

Category Category Requirements Metric Score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 4 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, Bl and C2 = 2
Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 4 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1

Condition categories for hedgerows with trees

condition).

Category Category Requirements Metric score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 5 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1, C2and E1 |2
= Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 5 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1




HABITAT CONDITION ASSESSMENT MATRIX FOR STATUTORY BIODIVERSITY METRIC

aspect

Feature Reference
Criteria H39A (H+ | H39B (H + H3_83| H38Bii (+ H37C . H3_8A I\{ote.s .(sutfh as
(with (WITH H37D H37Di (with H37A H36A justification)
Trees) Trees) Trees)
trees) TREES) trees)
The average height of woody growth
. estimated from base of stem to the top of
Al. Height >1.5 m average along length . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
the shoots, excluding any bank beneath
the hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees.
The average width of woody growth
A2. Width >1.5 m average along length estimated at th.e widest p0|r'1t of the Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
This is the vertical 'gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow, and
its distance from the ground to the lowest
B1. Gap - hedge Gap between ground and base of |leafy growth. Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Fail
base canopy <0.5 m for >90% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are
acceptable (see page 65 of the Hedgerow
Survev Handbook)
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow. Gaps
are complete breaks in the woody canopy
Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total (no matter how small).
B2. canopy length; and Pass Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
continuity No canopy gaps >5 m Access points and gates contribute to the
overall ‘gappiness’ but are not subject to
the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical
size of a gate).
This is the level of disturbance (excluding
wildlife disturbance) at the base of the
hedgerow.
S W'dt,h o undls'turbed Undisturbed ground is present for at least
: et Wi perennfal 90% of the hedgerow length, greater than
Undisturbed herbaceous vegetation for >90% -
1 m in width and must be present along at
ClL groundfmd of length: least one side of the hedgerow. Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
perennial - Measured from outer edge of
RS feze e . This criterion recognises the value of the
° I [ETESERT N @R LR @l e hedgerow base as a boundary habitat with
hedgerow (at least). . .
the capacity to support a wide range of
species. Cultivation, heavily trodden
footpaths, poached ground etc. can limit
available habitat niches.
. . The indicator species used are nettles
Nutrient- Plant species indicative of . . .
X i X i Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine and
c2. enmhéd num_ent SR leelE docks Rumex spp. Their presence, either Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Pass Fail Fail
perennial dominate <20% cover of the area | .
i i singly or together, does not exceed the
vegetation of undisturbed ground. 20% cover threshold.
Recently introduced species refer to plants
that have naturalised in the UK since AD
1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count
>90% of the hedgerow and as natives. For information on
' undisturbed ground is free of archaeophytes and neophytes see the
Invasiveand ;- cive non-native plant species [INCC website®, as well as the BSBI
b1 neop'hyte (including those listed on website® where the ‘Online Atlas of the PR FERS PSS PR PR PR IPRRS PR PR IPERS
spectes Schedule 9 of WCA®) and recently |British and Irish Flora’® contains an up-to-
introduced species. date list of the status of species. For
information on invasive non-native species
see the GB Non-Native Secretariat
website’.
This criterion addresses damaging
activities that may have led to or lead to
>90% of the hedgerow or deterioration in other attributes.
D2. Current undisturbed ground is free of . . h . Pass Fail Pass Pass Fail Pass Pass Pass Fail Pass
damage damage caused by human This could include evidence of pollution,
activities. piles of manure or rubble, or
inappropriate management practices (for
example, excessive hedgerow cutting).
Additional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only
There is more than one age-class
(or morphology) of tree present
(for example: young, mature, This criterion addresses if there are a
E1. Tree class VEtera,n and or ancient’), and ran.ge of age-classes or morphologies Fail Pass Pass Fail Pass Pass
there is on average at least one  [which allow for replacement of trees and
mature, ancient or veteran tree  [provide opportunities for different species.
present per 20 - 50m of
hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow trees
are in a healthy condition
e vetgra'n s i This criterion identifies if the trees are
valuable for wildlife). There is . . .
X X subject to damage which compromises the
E2. Tree health little or no evidence of an . Lo Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
adverse impact on tree health by survn'val and health of the individual
i X specimens.
damage from livestock or wild
animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.
Condition Good Moderate Good Good Good Good Good Good Good Good
Category Category Requirements Metric Score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 4 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, Bl and C2 = 2
Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 4 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).
Category Category Requirements Metric score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 5 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1, C2and E1 |2
= Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 5 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).




HABITAT CONDITION ASSESSMENT MATRIX FOR STATUTORY BIODIVERSITY METRIC

aspect

Feature Reference
S h34b h29/30 h21n Notes (such as
Criteria h34c (with / H31W s ( .
h35a h34a (WITH h35b (with (WITH f28h1 H34d justification)
trees) (H215S)
TREES) trees) TREES)
The average height of woody growth
. estimated from base of stem to the top of
Al. Height >1.5 m average along length . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
the shoots, excluding any bank beneath
the hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees.
The average width of woody growth
estimated at the widest point of the
A2. Width >1.5 m average along length . F . Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
This is the vertical 'gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow, and
its distance from the ground to the lowest
Gap - hedge  |Gap between ground and base of (leafy growth. X X X X X
B1. P & P g fve Fail Pass Pass Fail Fail Pass Fail Pass Fail Fail
base canopy <0.5 m for >90% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are
acceptable (see page 65 of the Hedgerow
Survev Handbook)
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow. Gaps
are complete breaks in the woody canopy
Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total (no matter how small).
B2. canopy length; and Pass Fail Pass Fail Fail Pass Fail Pass Fail Fail
continuity No canopy gaps >5 m Access points and gates contribute to the
overall ‘gappiness’ but are not subject to
the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical
size of a gate).
This is the level of disturbance (excluding
wildlife disturbance) at the base of the
hedgerow.
>1m ‘;Vldt-rhOf undls'tul"bEd Undisturbed ground is present for at least
: grounc wi perennfa 90% of the hedgerow length, greater than
Undisturbed herbaceous vegetation for >90% -
end] P 1 m in width and must be present along at
round an of length: . "
c. |8 ’ . least one side of the hedgerow. Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Fail Pass Pass
perennial - Measured from outer edge of
vegetation hledgerowiand ide of th This criterion recognises the value of the
s present on one side of the hedgerow base as a boundary habitat with
hedgerow (at least). . .
the capacity to support a wide range of
species. Cultivation, heavily trodden
footpaths, poached ground etc. can limit
available habitat niches.
. . The indicator species used are nettles
Nutrient- Plant species indicative of . . .
iched A g Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine and
enrichel nutrient enrichment of soils ) . . . . . . . . .
c2. . ) docks Rumex spp. Their presence, either Fail Fail Pass Pass Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail Fail
perennial dominate <20% cover of the area | .
- £ undisturbed d singly or together, does not exceed the
vegetation of undisturbed ground. 20% cover threshold.
Recently introduced species refer to plants
that have naturalised in the UK since AD
1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count
>90% of the hedgerow and as natives. For information on
' undisturbed ground is free of archaeophytes and neophytes see the
o1 Invas:etand invasive non-native plant species [JNCC website®, as well as the BSBI . : - . 5 3 5 5 . 5
: neoP vte (including those listed on website® where the ‘Online Atlas of the CEE EE el EEE 282 EE EE 283 EEE CE
species
P Schedule 9 of WCA®) and recently |British and Irish Flora’® contains an up-to-
introduced species. date list of the status of species. For
information on invasive non-native species
see the GB Non-Native Secretariat
website’.
This criterion addresses damaging
activities that may have led to or lead to
>90% of the hedgerow or deterioration in other attributes.
Current undisturbed ground is free of " "
D2. 8 . . . . Fail Fail Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
damage damage caused by human This could include evidence of pollution,
activities. piles of manure or rubble, or
inappropriate management practices (for
example, excessive hedgerow cutting).
Additional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only
There is more than one age-class
(or morphology) of tree present
(for example: young, mature, This criterion addresses if there are a
veteran and or ancientz), and range of age-classes or morphologies X
El. Tree class X . Pass Pass Pass Fail
there is on average at least one  [which allow for replacement of trees and
mature, ancient or veteran tree  [provide opportunities for different species.
present per 20 - 50m of
hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow trees
are in a healthy condition
e vetgra'n s i This criterion identifies if the trees are
valuable for wildlife). There is . . .
X X subject to damage which compromises the
E2. Tree health little or no evidence of an . Lo Pass Pass Pass Pass
X survival and health of the individual
adverse impact on tree health by .
i X specimens.
damage from livestock or wild
animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.
Condition Moderate | Moderate Good Moderate | Moderate Good Moderate | Moderate | Moderate | Moderate
Condition categories for hedgerows without trees
Category Category Requirements Metric Score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 4 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, Bl and C2 = 2
Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 4 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).
Condition categories for hedgerows with trees
Category Category Requirements Metric score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 5 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1, C2and E1 |2
= Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 5 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1
condition).




HABITAT CONDITION ASSESSMENT MATRIX FOR STATUTORY BIODIVERSITY METRIC

aspect

Feature Reference

Criteria f26h1b F42HA Notes (such as
hi2d f25h1 h51a (WITH (WITH H6C justification)
TREES) TREES)
The average height of woody growth
Al. Height >1.5 m average along length estimated from base of stem to the top of Pass Pass Fail Pass Pass Pass
the shoots, excluding any bank beneath
the hedgerow, any gaps or isolated trees.
The average width of woody growth
A2. Width >1.5 m average along length estimated at th.e widest pou?t of the Pass Pass Fail Pass Pass Pass
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
This is the vertical 'gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow, and
its distance from the ground to the lowest
BL. Gap - hedge Gap between ground and base of |leafy growth. Eail pass Fail Fail Pass pass
base canopy <0.5 m for >90% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are
acceptable (see page 65 of the Hedgerow
Survev Handbook)
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the
woody component of the hedgerow. Gaps
are complete breaks in the woody canopy
Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total (no matter how small).
B2. canopy length; and Pass Pass Fail Pass Pass Fail
continuity No canopy gaps >5 m Access points and gates contribute to the
overall ‘gappiness’ but are not subject to
the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical
size of a gate).
This is the level of disturbance (excluding
wildlife disturbance) at the base of the
hedgerow.
Pl W'dt,h @i undls"turbed Undisturbed ground is present for at least
: et Wi perenn!al 90% of the hedgerow length, greater than
Undisturbed herbaceous vegetation for >90% -
1 m in width and must be present along at
C1. ground‘and i (=i least one side of the hedgerow. Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass
perennial - Measured from outer edge of
RS feze e . This criterion recognises the value of the
° I [ETESERT N @R LR @l e hedgerow base as a boundary habitat with
hedgerow (at least). . .
the capacity to support a wide range of
species. Cultivation, heavily trodden
footpaths, poached ground etc. can limit
available habitat niches.
X L The indicator species used are nettles
Nutrient- Plant species indicative of . . .
X i X i Urtica spp., cleavers Galium aparine and
cp. |enriched SIS IR e @ff geils docks Rumex spp. Their presence, either Pass Fail Fail Pass Fail Fail
perennial dominate <20% cover of the area | .
i i singly or together, does not exceed the
vegetation of undisturbed ground. 20% cover threshold.
Recently introduced species refer to plants
that have naturalised in the UK since AD
1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count
>90% of the hedgerow and as natives. For information on
' undisturbed ground is free of archaeophytes and neophytes see the
Invasiveand ;- cive non-native plant species [INCC website®, as well as the BSBI
b1 neophyte (including those listed on website® where the ‘Online Atlas of the PR Rass PR PR FERS PR
spectes Schedule 9 of WCA®) and recently |British and Irish Flora’® contains an up-to-
introduced species. date list of the status of species. For
information on invasive non-native species
see the GB Non-Native Secretariat
website’.
This criterion addresses damaging
activities that may have led to or lead to
>90% of the hedgerow or deterioration in other attributes.
D2. Current undisturbed ground is free of . . . . Pass Pass Pass Fail Pass Pass
damage damage caused by human This could include evidence of pollution,
activities. piles of manure or rubble, or
inappropriate management practices (for
example, excessive hedgerow cutting).
Additional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only
There is more than one age-class
(or morphology) of tree present
(for example: young, mature, This criterion addresses if there are a
veteran and or ancientz), and range of age-classes or morphologies .
El. Tree class X . Fail Pass
there is on average at least one  [which allow for replacement of trees and
mature, ancient or veteran tree  [provide opportunities for different species.
present per 20 - 50m of
hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow trees
are in a healthy condition
e vetéra'n s i This criterion identifies if the trees are
valuable for wildlife). There is . . .
X X subject to damage which compromises the
E2. Tree health little or no evidence of an . Lo Pass Pass
adverse impact on tree health by survn'val and health of the individual
i X specimens.
damage from livestock or wild
animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.
Condition Good Good Poor Moderate Good Good

Condition categories for hedgerows without trees

condition).

Category Category Requirements Metric Score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 4 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, Bl and C2 = 2
Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 4 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1

Condition categories for hedgerows with trees

condition).

Category Category Requirements Metric score
Good No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in any functional 3
group.
No more than 5 failures in total; AND Does not fail both attributes in more
Moderate than one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1, C2and E1 |2
= Moderate condition).
Fails a total of more than 5 attributes; OR Fails both attributes in more than
Poor one functional group (for example, fails attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor 1




Condition Sheet: LINE OF TREES Habitat Type
Habitat Types

Line of trees

Line of trees — associated with bank or ditch

Ecologically valuable line of trees

Ecologically valuable line of trees — associated with bank or ditch

Please see the separate Individual trees condition sheet for linear blocks and groups of trees in an urban setting. You should only use this Line of
trees condition assessment and record this habitat type in rural locations.

Habitat Description

See the Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide.
This assessment is based on the Hedgerow Survey Handbook'. For further clarifications please refer to the Handbook.
Where ancient and veteran trees are present within the line of trees, see Footnote 2 for standing advice.

Survey date
and Surveyor

name
On-site or off-site, site name and

location Survey
reference (if
relating to a
wider survey)
Habitat parcel reference

TL44A [F23TL1|F35TL |[F20T |TL6A [TL18
1 L1 A

Limitations (if applicable)

Grid reference

Condition Assessment Criteria

Notes (such
Criterion passed (Yes or No) as
justification)

A |Atleast 70% of trees are native species.

Tree canopy is predominantly continuous with gaps in canopy
B [cover making up <10% of total area and no individual gap being
>5 m wide.

One or more trees has veteran features and or natural ecological
C |niches for vertebrates and invertebrates, such as presence of
standing and attached deadwood, cavities, ivy or loose bark.

There is an undisturbed naturally-vegetated strip of at least 6 m on
both sides to protect the line of trees from farming and other
human activities (excluding grazing). Where veteran trees are
present, root protection areas should follow standing advice®.

At least 95% of the trees are in a healthy condition (deadwood or
veteran features valuable for wildlife are excluded from this).

E |There is little or no evidence of an adverse impact on tree health
by damage from livestock or wild animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.

Number of criteria passed
Condition Assessment Result
(out of 5 criteria)
Passes 5 criteria Good (3)

Condition Assessment Score

Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2)
Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1)

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score

Footnotes
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The Statutory Biodiversity Metric
Start page

Project details

Planning authority: Breckland District Council / PINS

Project name: The Droves Solar Farm
Applicant: The Droves Solar Farm Ltd
Application type: DCO
Planning application reference: PINS Reference: ENO110013
Completed by: Aspect Ecology (LP/CL)
Date of metric completion: 22 May 2026
Reviewer:
Calculation iteration: dv5 (Rev H)
Planning authority reviewer:
Date of planning authority review:
‘Target % net gain:
Irreplaceable habitat present at baseline:

Total site area - including irreplaceable
‘habitat area
Total off-site area - including irreplaceable Irreplaceable habitat area off-site
habitat area (hectares): (hectares):

Irreplaceable habitat site area (hectares):

Cell style conventions

View all

Reset view

On-site baseline map On-site post intervention map

Off-site baseline map reference number Off-site post-intervention reference number




The Droves Solar Farm e
Headline Results results menu

Area habitat units 1838.82
On-site baseline Hedgerow units 320.17
Watercourse units 0.00
. . . Area habitat units 2280.89
On-site post-intervention e 507.98
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement) e p— 0.00
. Area habitat units 412.08
On-site net change Hedgerow s T
(umits & percentage) Watercourse units 0.00 0.00%
Area habitat units 0.00
Off-site baseline Hedgerow units 0.00
Watercourse units 0.00
N a . Area habitat units 0.00
Off-site post-intervention Hedgerow s 0.00
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement) e —— 0.00
. Area habitat units 0.00 0.00%
Off—s1t_e net change Hedgerow units 0.00 0.00%
(umits & percentage) Watercourse units 0.00 0.00%
. . Area habitat units 412.08
Combined net unit change Hedgerow s T
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement) e ahTE G 0.00
Area habitat units 0.00
Spatial risk multiplier (SRM) deductions Hedgerow units 0.00
Watercourse units 0.00
. Area habitat units 412.08
Total net unit change Hedgerow s 8721
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement) e ahTE G 0.00
Area habitat units
o,
Total net % change Hedgerow units
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)
Watercourse units 0.00%
Trading rules satisfied?
Unit Type Target Baseline Units Units Required Unit Deficit
Area habitat units 10.00% 1838.82 2022.70 0.00
Hedgerow units 10.00% 320.77 352.88 0.00
Watercourse units 10.00% 0.00 0.00 0.00




Trading Summary

Distinotiveness Group Trading Rule Trading Setisfied?
Very tigh
High ‘Same habitat equired =
Medium
Low_ Same distinctiveness or better habitat required =
Very High Distinctiveness Very High Distinctiveness Summary
On-site | Off-<ite .
Habitat group Group umit | umit z’;‘"“ e hit losaes Very b Distncttvences Unis avalable o .00
change Z
Grassland - Lowland dry acid grassland Grassland o000 | 000 000 Remaininglosses; Like fo ke not satisfied | 0,00
Grassland Lowand meadows Crasdand 060 | 000 000
Grassland - Upland hav meadows Grassland 0.00 0.00 000
Foaihland and shrub - Mouniain heaths and wilow serib | Heablendand b | 000 | 000 000
Lakes - naturally fluctuating water bodies Lakes 0.00 0.00 000
Sparsely veaetated land - Calaminarian qrasslands [ Sparsely veqetared and | 000|000 000
- Limestone pavement Sparsely vegetated land 0.00 0.00 000
etland - Bariket etland 000 | 000 000
‘Wetland - Depressions on peat substrates (HT150) Wetland_ 0.00 0.00 000
Wetland - Fens (upland and lowland) Wetland 000 | 000 000
Weland - Lowiand ra Wetland 000 | 000 000
Welland - Oceanic valley mire[1] (D21) Wetland 000 | 000 000
Wetland - Purple moor arass Wetland_ 0.00 0.00 000
Welland - Transiion mites and. boas GI710) etland 000 | 000 000
‘Woodland and forest - Wood pasture and parkland _Woodland and forest 0.00 0.00 000
Tocky shore - igh eneray Titoral rock - on peat, clay or GHalk [ Fodyshoe [ 00 [ 000 000
Rocky shore - Moderate enerav littoral rock - on peat. clav or chalk Rocky shore 0.00 0.00 000
Rocky shore - Low eneray itoral rock - on peat,day o chalk Focky shore 000 | 000 000
Rocky shore - Features of littoral rock - on peat. clay or chalk Rocky shore 0.00 0.00 000
Intertidal sediment - Littoral seagrass on peat, clay or chalk Intertidal sediment 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
High Distinctiveness High Distinctiveness Summary
On-site | Off-<ite .
Habitat group Group wnit | it 1":?‘“‘ Wids | 155308 not yet accounted for High Distictvenees Unils avalbl o ofset
Grassland - Traditional orchards Grassland 000 000 0.00 Remaining losses; Like for like not satisfied 000
Grassland ~Floodplai welland mosaic and OFGI Crasnd 060 | 000 000
Gr: arassland % 0.00 0.00 0.00
Grassland - Tall (H6430) rassland 000 0.00 0,00
Grassland rassland 060 | 000 000
Towiand Heatiland b [ o0 [ 000 000
2160 b | 000 | 000 000
Hoathlan anc shrub - Upland heathland B[ 000 | 000 000
Takes 060 | 000 000
Takes - Low alkality lakes Takes 060 | 000 000
Takes -Marllakes Takes 060 | 000 000
Lakes  Moderate alkalinity lakes_ Lakes 0.00 0.00 0.00
Lakes - Ponds (priority habitat) Lakes 0.00 0.00 0.00
Lakes - T¢ 170) Lakes 0.00 0.00 000
Spars sted land - Coastal sand arsely vegetaredland | 000|000 000
veqetated land - Coastal veqetated Sparsely veaetatedland | 000|000 000
Sparselv vedetated land - Inland rock outcrop and scree habitats Sparselv veetated land_ 0.00 0.00 0.00
land -Maritime Sparsely vegetatedland | 000|000 000
Urban - Open mosaic habitats on previously land Urban_ 0.00 0.00 0.00
elland - We 000 | 000 000
Woodland and forest - Felled/Replacement for felled woodland Woodland and forest 0.00 0.00 0.00
Woodland and forest - Lowland beech and vew woodland Woodland and fores_| 000|000 000
“Woodland and forest - Native pine woodlands Woodlndand forest | 000 | 000 000
Woodland and forest - woods Woodland and forest 0.00 0.00 0.00
Woodland and forest - Upland mixed ashwoods Woodland and forest_| 000|000 000
“Woodland and forest - Upland oakwood Woodland and forest 0.00 0.00 0.00
and forest - Wet woodland Woodland and forest_| 000|000 000
Coastal lacoons - Coastal lagoons Coastal lacoons 0.00 0.00 0.00
Tocky shore - High eneray itoral rock shore 000 | 000 000
Rocky shore - Moderate enerav littoral rock Rocky shore 0.00 0.00 0.00
Rocky shore - Low eneray litoral rock Focky shore 000 | 000 000
Rocky shore - Features of littoral rock. Rocky shore 0.00 0.00 0.00
Teridal sedimen -Litoral mud Tertidal sedimert 000 | 000 000
Intertidal sediment - Littoral mixed sediments Intertidal sediment 0.00 0.00 0.00
Coastal saltmarsh - Salimarshes and saline reedbeds Coastal salimarsh 000 | 000 000
Intertidal sediment - Littoral biogenic reefs - Intertidal sediment 0.00 0.00 0.00
ent Tittoral biogenic reels - Sabellari ertidal sediment 000 | 000 000
Intertidal sediment - Features of littoral sediment Intertidal sediment 0.00 0.00 0.00
et Litoral muddy sand ertidal sediment 060 | 000 000
Tteridal sedimen Littoral seaarass ertidal seciment 000 | 000 000
6.43 0.00 643
Medium Distinctiveness Medium Distinctiveness Summary
On.sits | O aite A §
" " " Project wide unit " i Medium Distinctiveness Units available to
Habitat group Group it | it Cumlative broad habitat change
change offst ower distnctiveness defcit
MedumDi road habitat
Cropland - Arable field margins cultivated annually Cropland 000 000 0.00 P e o
ium Distinctiveness Unit deficit
(required to meet trading ules)
Cropland - Arable field margmns pollen and nectar Cropland 0.00 0.00 0.00
Cropland - Arable field marqins tussocky_ Cropland 0.00 0.00 0.00
Grassland - Other lowland acid grassland Grassland 0.00 0.00 0.00
Grassland - Upland acid grassiand G 000 | 000 000
Toaihiand and shrub - Bacihor soru Feaiand and shrub—| 000 | 000 000
Heathland and shrub - Gorse sorub Heatlandandshrub | 000 [ 000 000
Heathland and shrub - Hawthorn scrub Heathland and shrub 000 000 0.00
Feathland and shrub - Wilow serub Heatland and shrub | 000|000 000
Heathland and shrub - Hazel scrub Heathland and shrub 0.00 0.00 0.00
Lakes - Reservoirs Lakes 000 000 0.00
Tand - Other inland rock and scve [ Sparsely vegewaredtand | 000|000 000 000
Trban - Cemeteries and churchvards Trban 00 | 000 000 o)
Trban 000 | 000 000
000 | 000 000 o
Incividual trees - Rural ree Individual wees 00 | o 000
Woodand and forest - Other Scof's pine woodland Toodland and fores—| 000|000 000
Woodland and forest - Other woodland; mixed _Woodland and forest 0.00 0.00 0.00
Intertidal sediment - Littoral coarse sediment_ Intertidal sediment 0.00 0.00 0.00
ertidal secimens - Litral sand ertidal sediment 00000 000 000
Intertidal hard structures - Artificial hard structures with integrated greening of grey infrastructure (IGGI) Intertidal hard structures 0.00 0.00 0.00
T12.8 718.89
L Low Distinctiveness Summary
Low Distinctiveness Urits avallabl 1 ofselLow Diticiveness
defiit
On.site | O ite
Habitat group Group nit | ot Project wide unit change Low Distinciveness nt change in uits
Cropland 000 | 000
Cropland Cropland |_000 000_[ T00
“Cropland -Non-cereal crops Cropland 000 | 000 T
Cropland - Winter stubble Cropland 000 | 000
Heathland and shrub - l?hodxxienmansm'\lh Heathland and shrub 000 0.00 0.00
Teves=Orramemallats) Takes 000 | o000 | T
‘Sparsely vegetated land kudexeyepnemexal ‘Sparsely vegetated land | 000 0.00 000
Urban - Bioswale_ Urban_ 0.00 0.00 0.00
Urban - Allotments Urban_ 0.00 0.00 0.00
Trban 000 | 000 T
Urban - Ground bast Urban_ 0.00 0.00 0.00
Trban - Ground level planters Trban 000 | 000 T
Urban - Other green roof_ Urban_ 0.00 0.00 0.00
Trban- Trban 000 | 000 T
Urban - Introduced shrub Urban_ 0.00 0.00 0.00
rban - Rain qarden Trban 000 | 000 T
Urban - Actively worked sand pit quarry or open cast mine_ Urban_ 0.00 0.00 0.00
_Urban - Vacant or derelict land Urban_ 0.00 0.00 0.00
Trban - Vegetaied aarden Trban 000 | 000 T
oodland and forest - Othe 0.00 0.00 0.00
Ational sl Consslsatmars 00 | 000 T
lmemda.\sedlmem Amﬁmallmm'al tertidal sediment 0.00 0.00 0.00
icial toral mud. ivertidal seciment 000 | 000 T
herndalm Artificial littoral sand tertidal sediment 0.00 0.00 0.00
Tertdal ~Asiicil lito iertidal seciment 000 | 000 T
lmem/.‘la.\sedlmem Amﬁaallmm'al tertidal sediment 000 0.00 000
Teridal icial liforalseaarass ertidal seciment 000 | 000 T
Intertidal sediment - Artificial littoral Intertidal sediment 000 0.00 000
Toeridal ifcial hard siruct Terdaln 000 | 000 T
Tntertidal Artifici 000 0.00 000
Heathland and shrub - Other sea buckthorn scrub Heathland and shrub 0.00 0.00 0.00
g SOTEA




Irreplaceable area habitats on-site

® For further i please refer to the i ‘habitats section of the metric user guide . This sheet is autopopulated from the Al on-site habitat baseline tab, with the exception of irreplaceable habitat name.
; . ’ Irreplacesble habitat | Total area at 5 e Pl authority Habitat reference
Habitat reference Metric habitat type - Area retained Area enhanced Area lost i larming
e ‘baseline compensation User comments P p
agreed for losses? e e
Veteran Trees (NPPF 'Veteran Trees (NPPF Definition - consistent with
81 Individual trees - Rural tree| Definition - consistent 1 1.57 0.00 0.00 submitted Arboricultural Impact Assessment) -
with submitted manned within TNRS Incations: 21 T
Veteran Trees (NPPF Veteran Trees (NPPF Definition - consistent with
82 Individual trees - Rural tree| Definition - consistent 122 1.22 0.00 0.00 submitted Arboricultural Impact Assessment)
‘with submitted not manned within INRS locations 16 No_Very
Veteran Trees (BNG 'Veteran Trees (BNG Definition - due to
83 Individual trees - Rural tree Definition - due to 0.36 0.36 0.00 0.00 significant decay features): 7 No. comprising: 3
significant de Y No. Very Large (T173. T488, G71). 3 No. Large
Veteran Trees (BN( Veteran Trees (BNG Definition - due to large’
84 Individual trees - Rural tree | Definition - due to large 0.95 0.95 0.00 0.00 girth relative to species) - mapped within LNRS
girth relative to species) Locations: 13 No. comprising 12 No. Very Large.
Vetera BNG Veteran Trees (BNG Definition - due 1o large
85 Individual trees - Rural tree| Definition - due to large 2.62 262 0.00 0.00 girth relative to species) - not mapped within
girth relative to species) LNRS Locations: 44 No. comprising 31 No. Verv
‘habitat area i individual 8.12
trees, green walls and intertidal hard structures: .
Total irreplaceable habitat area excluding
individual trees, green walls and intertidal hard 0.00
structures:
Irreplaceable area habitats off-site
@ For further information please refer to the irreplaceable habitats section of the metric user guide. This sheet is autopopulated from the D1 off-site habitat bassline tab, with the exception of irreplaceable habitat name.
T Ireplaceable habitat | Totalareaat | ... Lost Be‘”]:; " s Planning authority Habitat reference
type ame o Area enhanced Area compensation jser comme: . -
agreed for losses? omments iz
Irreplaceable habitat area including individual e
trees, green walls and intertidal hard structures: )
Total irreplaceable habitat area excluding
0.00

individuel trees, Creen walls and intertidal hard
structures:
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